VNH3.TB4.165

THANH NELE - PO SON THOI ASOKA

Pong Hong Hoan, Trinh Minh Hién

Thoi gian vira qua, thanh “NéLé&” va thap ASoka ¢ ¢ PO Son di 1am cho nhiing
ngudi nghién ctru sir hoc trong nudc va qudc t& cha y tim hiéu - ddc biét 1a nhiing ngudi
nghién ctru st hoc Phét gido Viét Nam. Pia diém thanh Né Lé va thap do ADuc vuong xay
& dau? Thanh Né Lé 13 cong trinh do con ngudi tao nén, hay thoi co xua con ngudi thuong
dwa vao dia hinh thién nhién dé 1am thanh liiy?,... Nhitng ting sy An D¢ dau tién du nhap
vao Pong Nam A va Viét Nam ¢ dia diém nao? Vao thoi diém éy khu vue nao ¢ du diéu
kién vé dia 1y, chinh tri, kinh té,... thuan loi, dé cac thuyén budn An Do mang theo cac nha
truyén gido dao Phat du tién du nhap vao nudc ta? Day 1a cau hoi cua nhiéu nha st hoc bin
kho#n? Nhung nhitng giai thich, suy dién ctia khong it nhitng st gia va cac nha nghién ctru
thdi gian qua van chua dugc thoa dang!

Duéi day xin lugc gon lai nhitng ¥ kién co ban vé dao Phat du nhap vao Viét Nam
nhu thé nao? V& vi vua Asoka (ADuc vuong) di cir doan truyén gido dén Pong Nam A -
trong d6 c6 Viét nam; Chir Dong Tir tiép nhan dao Phat & D6 Son; Thanh NéLé & dau? Va
nha su An Do d3 timg dén truyén gido va luu lai & nhitng noi nao?... ciing nhu quan diém
ctia mot s nha nghién ctru va clia chung t6i vé van dé nay.

Piéu kién dia ly gitip Phat gido tir An P$ dén Viét Nam som.

H1 —Hoang dé ASoka (Aduc vurong) tir nim 273 dén 232 TTL va mét goc vuon Loc Uyén thdi ASoka cho xay dung



Trong Thién uyén tdp anh dan truyén Pam Thién Phap su tra 1oi Vua Cao T nha
Tuy rang: “Cdi Giao Chau c6 dudng thong sang Thién Triic gan hon ta. Khi Phat gido chua
du nhap vao dit Giang Pong ta ma ¢ c¢di 4y dd xay dung duoc hon 20 ngon Bao thap, do
duoc hon 500 tang si, dich duoc 15 bo kinh r6i....”

Thién su Lam Nhu Tang trong Phdt gido tir An D9 triee tiép truyén vao nude ta nhie
thé nao? cho rang: “Viét Nam 14 cai lung cta ban dao An Trung, vi tri ciia ban déo nay nam
giita An P9 va Trung Hoa. Vi dia thé nam gitra hai nudc 16n c6 nén van hoa cb xua nhét cia
nhan loai nén duong nhién Viét Nam c6 anh hudéng ca hai nén vin héa do, ké ca tén gido...”

Nguyén Lang & Viét Nam Phdt gido sir ludn cho rang: “...Vi sy ¢6 mit cua nhimg
thuong gia An D6 ma dan ta hoi d6 da biét dén it nhidu vé k¥ thuat canh tac, y thuat va ton
gido An D6. Ta c6 thé ndi rang chinh nhimg thuong gia An D¢ di trude tién dem Phat gido
vao nudc ta.”

H2 — Tru d4 rit I6n vua ADuc (Asoka) da cho dung nay da tim duogc béng khao c¢b va mot

doan chit Phan cb thoi ASoka duge khic trén thap.

Tur vi tri dja 1y quan trong cta Viét Nam, dan dén sy thuan loi giao luu véi van hoa
v6i An Do.

Aduc vuong (ASoka)

ADuc vuong (Asoka Dai D&) 1a mot hoang dé cua dé qudc Mauryan (273- 232 TTL).
La mdt vi vua ung ho Phat gido, 6ng da 1ap nhiéu bia da ghi lai nhitng thanh tich trong cudc
doi Phat Thich-ca Mau-ni, tén 6ng gin lién v6i viée luu truyén Phat gido. Ong 1 vi vua dau
tién ctia nudc An Do ¢d, théng nhét duoc mot 1anh thd vi dai, 1én hon ngay ca An Do ngay
nay.
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H3 — Ban d6 dé ché Mauryan (Khong Tuéc) va vuong triéu ASoka (TK I1I TCN) & An Dova hinh anh tréi dat chup tir vé tinh thiy rd
vi tri ddc biét quan trong cua vinh Bac B ¢ mién Bac Viét Nam & khu vuc va the gidi trong giao thong hang hai

H.G. Wells viét vé Asoka nhu sau: "Trong lich sir ctia thé gi6i c6 hang ngan vi vua
va hoang dé ty xung 13 'ngdi cao', 'hoang d¢&', 'quéc vuong', v.v....Ho chi sang bung trong
chéc 14t rdi tan lui nhanh chong. Nhung Asoka téa sang va van téa sang nhu mot ngdi sao
sang, cho dén tan ngay hom nay."

Hoa thuong Thich Btrc Nhuén trong “Dao Phat va Dong st Viét” viét nhu sau:
“...Phat gido duoc 218 nam, thanh quan Asoka hét 10ng hodng dwong chinh phap va di thyc
hién ba viéc 1on:

1. Triéu tap Dai Hoi Két Tap Kinh Pién Ky IIL
2. Dung théap thd Phat va xay tu vién.
3. Thanh lap phai doan Tang si hoang phap.”

Thap trong kién triic Phat gido.

H4— Cot thap va thap Anchi & Sanchi, Madhya Pradesh do hoang dé Asoka xdy dung



Thap Phat giao dugc xay dung dé chua dung x&-1i cac vi Phat hodc cac bac Thanh va
tai cac thanh tich quan trong. Chinh vao thé ky tha III -TTL, cudi thoi Hung Vuong cia
nuéc Vin Lang, ASoka di cho xay dung rat nhiéu ngéi thap quy & Mauryan (An D0) va cac
nuée 1an can, dé tuong nhé téi Thich ca Mau Ni, danh du cac doan Tang si hodng phap
(triéu dai ASoka timg ctr di).

Khuong Tang Hoi tir TK II-1II di dé cap vé ADuc vuong (Asoka) trong sach Cao
tang truyén cua Hu¢ Hao dan - Tang HO1 1a mdt lanh tu Phat gido rat uy tin cua Giao Chau:
“Xua vua A-duc dung thap dén tdm van bon ngan ngdi. Pham viéc dung xay chua thap 1a
nham dé 1am 6 phong hoa con sot lai dy”.

H5- Mot s6 thap Phat gido ¢ Hai Phong: Thap chua Lam Dong, chua My Cu - Thuy Nguyén.
héap chua Do Nha - An Duong. Tuong truyén than phu vua Lé Pai Hanh dén chua My Cu cau ty va sinh ra nguoi.

Ttr khi Phat Gido du nhap vao nudc ta, di c6 nhiéu thap Phat gido xay dung, ton tai &
nhiéu tridu dai, nhung dén nay hau nhu khong con lai nhiéu diu tich cac ngdi thap cb nay

Phit giao dén Viét Nam tir thoi Hung Vwong.

Trong c6 tich Viét Nam, But hién ra ctru d6 cho ¢6 Tam hién lanh. Truyén Ciy Néu
va tim Ao Ca Sa - chiéc 4o Phat, Truyén Trau Cau vé6i sy luan hdi thac sinh thanh cay,
da,... ta thdy: nguoi Viét da tir 1au tiép nhdn gido Iy Nhan Qua, Luan Hdiva Nghiép
Bao cua Pao Phat mot cach tu nhién, gﬁn glii.



H6 - Chua Dau va thap Hoa Phong TK thr I1I - kién truc ¢b dugc tring tu nhiéu tridu dai, con luu lai & Viét Nam.

Thién su An Thién (thé ky XIX) trong Pao gido nguyén lwu di danh riéng mot
chuong dé néi vé Phat gido Hung Vuong, chuong “Hiung Vwong Pham Tang” lién hé gin
glii vd1 Phat gido A-duc (ASoka) ¢ Giao Chi.

O tac pham Lich sir Phdt gido Viét Nam - Tir khoi nguyén dén thoi Ly Nam Dé, Lé
Manh That cho biét: “Phat gido da dat nén mong tai Viét Nam tur thoi Hung Vuong, Su day
dao dau tién 13 Su Phat Quang, Phat tir Viét Nam dau tién 13 Chir Dong Tir.”

H7- Hinh anh muoi ngon nti B3 Son cam chan trén bién Péng ndm giita cira song Van Uc, cira Bach Dang Hai Phong

Tir Linh Nam chich qudi ciia Vi Quynh va Kiéu Phu, ta thdy Chtr Dong Tt 14 6ng to
cua dao Phat Viét Nam, 6ng 1a nguoi lang Chir X4 xa Van Dtc, nay 1a huyén Gia Lam, Ha Noi.

Phit gido dén khu vire nao ¢ Viét Nam dau tién?



HS8- Hinh 4nh chup tir vé tinh va ban db Hai Phong thy 13 vi tri quan trong ctra séng Bach Dang,

cira song Thai Binh — cira song Van Uc & DS Son, Hai Phong.

Khu vyc D6 Son - Hai Phong xua kia trong nguyén dai trung sinh, ky thir hai cach
day khoang 200 tridu nim ¢ ving Déng Nam A c¢6 nhiing chuyén dong dia chét 16n. Chinh
tho1 ky nay ¢ Hai Phong da hinh thanh nhitng day nai da Trang Kénh, ddy nui d4 ddo Cat
B4, Nti Voi, nai 6 Son. Cuc dia chat xép dia hinh D6 Son thudc loai day doi va day diép
thach, ké ca nuai dat. Nui non Hai Phong tir xua trung diép, voi nhiéu hang dong nui da voi,
xen k& v6i nui d6i dat, chay doc P Son x6 ra bién. Diy nui da Trang Kénh chay song song
soi bong trén dong séng Bach Pang. Dai ntii D6 Son cim chan trén bién Pong nhu mot bic
thanh bao vé t6 qudc.

Do Son g6m cd muoi ngon nui (1 nti Meg; 9 nui con). NGi me cao chung 168 mét so
vGi mit bé; trén dinh nai nay, doc “D6 Son Bét vinh”, ta thiy c6 bao thap Duc Vuong(Asoka)
dugc dung & day; dan dan thap nay d6 nat, dén thap Tuong Long do vua Ly Thanh Tong cho
xdy (TK XI) gan hodc trén nén thap cii. Vao thé ky XII vua Tran Nhan Tong lai dén ving nay
(Hai Phong va Hai Duong ngay xua déu thudc xi Hai Dong, 1a mot tran khu virc bién Dong-
trong t&r trin quan trong cua kinh thanh Thing Long xua, dé tu déc dao, m& ra Thién phai
Trac 1am ¢ Yén Tu.

H9— Nhiéu di vét khéo ¢6 dep da tim
thay 6 Thap Tuong Long — thé ky XI do
Ly Thanh Tong xay dung.




D6 Son bat vinh 1a tam bai tho con luu trong cudn gia pha ciia ho Hoang & D6 Son
bai thir nim Thdp Son hodi cé n6i vé thap Duc Vuong (Asoka) da duoc dung ¢ D6 Son va da
duoc cu Nguyén Duyén Nién dich nhu sau:

Phién am:
Co thap di hu loan thao d6i
Duc Vuong khtr hau oty yén dbi!
Thién chung bdo khi minh luu thuay,
Ciru cip phu dd hoa kiép hoi.
Tiéu tir y kha mién thach ding.
Muc nhi khu doc ha son 61.
Dang cao duc hoi son Tang giang,
Ha x@r chung 1au khau nhat hoi.
Dich tho:
“Nui Thap nhé xua”

“Nén thap xua kia co moc day,

Duc Vuong di khéi canh hoang ngay.
Muon can chudng Phat vang song réo,
Chin dot Thap cao héa bui bay.

Duya bia 6ng tiéu ngoi doc no,

Xua trau cha muc xudng ddi ndy.

Lén cao mudn gip su trd truyén,
Chuong thinh mot hdi sat néo day.”

O D6 Son con mdt ngdi chua Hang (Coc Tu) - dan lang ké rang: "Thué xua vao cudi

H11- Mét s6 di vat va tuong Phat cb &

H10-Di vat c6 hoa vin miéu ta hai tay rong nang 14 dé & thap
Tuong Long Hai Phong

Thap Tuong Long

doi vua Hing Vuong, & ddy c6 mot vi su tén 13 Su Ban (Ban Tang), ngudi An Do, 1ap ban

thd Phat va tu & trong chiia Hang - nti D6 Son (cubi doi nha su cling vién tich tai chinh

hang nti nay).



H12 - Hién vat bing d4t nung va tang da c6 16 duc, chiing t6i ngd ring day c6 thé 14 dAu tich cia chia Ban xua kia.

Thoi gian ¢ chua Hang, su Ban (Phat Quang) cung cu dan ¢ D6 Son dung mot ngdi
chiia, goi 14 “chtia Ban”. Chinh tai khu6n vién chia Ban, mot gia dinh ngudi D6 Son (ong
Tao - Phudng Ngoc Xuyén - quin D6 Son), trong khi 1am vuon di thu nhit duoc mot sb
hién vat ma chung t6i ngod rang day c6 thé 13 diu tich cia chua Ban xwa kia. Nhung dé
khang dinh, rit mong duoc cac nha khao ¢ Viét Nam va chinh quyén dia phuong vao cudc,
thi mé&i duoc sang t6. Cach khu c6 dau tich chua Ban chimg 100m, tim thiy nhiéu tang d4
to, c6 nhiéu vét duc cb, c6 thé day 1a mot sy danh dau vé van dé nao d6. Cu dan noi nay cho
biét, trudc day c6 rt nhiéu tang da duoc duc nhu thé nhung dén nay da bi pha hiy. Co gia
thiét cho rang d6 1a mot phan cta dau tich thanh Nélé co?

Theo Linh Nam chich qudi, Chir Pong Tir ¢6 ghé thuyén vao nti Quynh Vién va gip
mat tang si tén la Phat Quang gidng dao Phat cho nghe. Vay phai chang, ngay xua goi l1a Su
Phat Quang; trong dan gian goi 1a Su Ban, ciing nhu vay, nti Mau (hay con goi 1a nai Ngoc,
nai Thap...) xua kia goi 1a ni Quynh.



H14-Ttugng Phat bépg da va giéng nudc cd
¢ chua Hang D6 Son, Hai Phong

Theo Linh Nam chich qudi, Tién Dung - cong chiia vua Hung 18 va Chtr Dong Tur
gip mot dai thuong gia dung thuyén di budn va noéi: "Quy nhan bo mot dat vang ra ngoai
bién mua vat qui, sang nam c6 thé thanh muoi dat". Ngoai bién c6 hon dao tén 1a Quynh
Vién (co sach ghi 1a Quynh Vi). Ngudi dai thuong gia va Chir Pong Tir dd ghé thuyén vao
dao dé lay nudc ngot. Noi ddy c6 mot am va c6 mot vi ting si tén 1a Phat Quang (co sach
ghi 12 Ngudng Quang). Pong Tir dugc vi ting si Phat Quang thuyét phap va truyén phéap khi
1a “chiéc gy va cai non 147 rdi bao rang: "nhitng cai y 1am chia khoa cho moi ning luc
than bi".

H15 - Pinh Céc Li&n the Chir Bong Tir & Coe Lin, xa Minh Tan, Kién Thuy Hai Phong

Duoc su Ban (Phat Quang) truyén cho dao Phat, kém theo triét 1y ctia dao thuong co
cac bi quyét va cach chita bénh c6 truyén hiéu nghiém. Trén duong vé, Chir Pong Tur di
theo cira song Vian Uc, ddi dién voi ban dao P Son vao nhanh séng Pa Do (hién nay la
cdng C6 Tiéu) qua trang Minh Lién (nay 1a thon Coc Lién, xd Minh Tén), thi gap lic con ba
Pa bi chét dudi. Theo than pha cua lang Ngai lién hoa phép hoan sinh dé ctru con ba Pa
thoat chét. Ba Da rat biét on, di cing dan trang 14p miéu tho Chir Pong Tir - ngdi miéu nay



van ton tai & mép song Da Do thon Coe Lién va con 20 sic phong tir thoi vua Lé Vinh T6 -
dén Khai Dinh tht 9.

H16— Miéu ba Pa th Chir Ddng Tir thén Cde Lién - Minh Tén - Kién Thuy

H17 — Cira séng vin Uc ngay nay.

Hién nay nho tién bo cua khoa hoc nhu: di truyén hoc, dia cht hoc, khao cd hoc, dan
toc hoc hoc, ngdn ngir hoc... nghién ctru, phat hié€n, chirng minh vé c4c nén van minh cd
dai. Nhiéu truyén thuyét luu truyén trong dan gian hang ngan doi nay, thuong dugc xem
nhu truyén hoang dudng, huyén bi, khéng dang tin cdy, c6 vé phi khoa hoc, ... thi nay lai
dugc khoa hoc hién dai ching minh la gﬁn su thuc hon. Nhu cac dia diém trong truyén
thuyét Lac Long Quan va Au Co - nti Ngii Linh, HO Dbong Dinh,...da duoc Tran Dai Sy vé
Quang Poéng xac minh va lam ro 1a co that.

H18 — Manh
vai thudc vian
hoéa Bong Son
- cung nién dai
v6i Chir Bdng
Ttr. Tu liéu do

TT Tién stt

Pong Nam A

cung cip
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Theo nhiing nghién ctru va cong b trén bao cua Nguyén Viét - thudc Trung tam tién
str Pong Nam A: trong qué trinh tham gia khai quat mo c6 Chau Can, xa Chau Can huyén
Phu Xuyén Ha Tay va ngdi mo thuyén Dong Son thén Pong X4, xa Luong Bing, huyén
Kim Dong, Hung Yén thu thap nhitng manh vai cung nién dai v6i thoi Chir Pong Tir, thudce
vin hoa Pong Son dat nudc Vin Lang cta thoi dai vua Hung da phat trién nghé dét vai véi
nién dai ching 250- 230 nam cach ngay nay.

H19 -
Nhanh
song Da
P06 nhin
ra ctra
song Van
Uc Bb
Son

Chuyén Chu Déng Tt hoc dao Phat & NELé - P Son, dén viée ctru con ba Pa thoat
chét ¢ trang Minh Lién, 1a hoan toan hop logic vé truyén thuyét, lich st, dia Iy & DS Son.
Nhu: séng, nhanh song, dia diém tho cung ¢ dan dia phuong & Hung Yén, chua Hang D
Son va miéu ba Pa ¢ trang Minh Lién gan D6 Son. Tir d6, ta hoan toan vé& duoc 19 trinh di
ctia Chir Pong Twr tir Hung Yén dén vung bién D6 Son, vao nui Miu Son xin nudc ngot,
gip su Phat Quang (su Ban). Trén dudng vé, qua trang Minh Lién ctru con ba Pa 13 chuyén
dang tin cdy.

e G ycam
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H20 — M6t goc dinh thd Chir Bong Tu- va ban dd danh diu duong di cua Chir Dong Tt sau khi duoc truyén
dao Phat da ctru con ba Pa & thén Cée Lidn, x3 Minh Tan, Kién Thuy Hai Phong

Luwoc din mot s6 ¥ kién vé thanh Né Lé ¢ Do Son.
Chiing t6i xin lwge dan nhu sau:

Sach Thdi binh hodan vii ky ciia Nhac Str (thoi Tong), chép “Cé thanh Né Lé & dong
nam huyén An Dinh doi1 Han”.
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Nhirng nguoi theo Claude Madroll (Le Tonkin ancien BEFEO, XXXVII, 1937, 262-
332), can cir theo tén thanh Né L&, giai thich Né L& 1a bun den. Tir d6 cho rang Né Lé & ving
Db Son - Hai Phong, bdi ving ny c6 nhiéu bun den.

H21 - Nui
Mau Son
hay con goi
la ntii Ngoc-
Do Son -noi
cac ban do
¢b trong va
ngoai hay
danh dau c6
thap Tuong
Long.

Theo Giao Chdu ky cua Luwu Han Ky (viét trong nhitng nam 360 - 420): “Thanh Né
L€ & phia Bong Nam huyén Dinh An, cach song bay dam, thap va giang duong do vua A-
duc dung van con. Nhitng ngudi don hai cui goi 1a kim tuong”

Vigl-nam theé ki I—IIi,

H22 — Long dinh miéu thé Chir Ddng Tir va ban db Viét Nam thé ky 1-3, noi ghi 16 dia danh Cau Lau c6 séng Bic Dai chay vao chinh
12 mét phan cua ving dit Hai Phong ngay nay. Ban db trong “ Lich sir Viét Nam”- Nxb KHXH, 1971

Thity kinh chit quyén 37 t& 6b4-6 ciia Lich Pao Nguyén: "Bén do Quan Téc xuét phat
tir d6, song no tir phia dong huyén di qua huyén An Dinh va Truong Giang cua Bic Dai.
Trong sbéng, c6 noi vua Viét vuong dic thuyén dong. Khi nudc tridu rit, ngudi ta con thiy
dau vét. Song lai chay vé phia dong, cach song c6 thanh Né Lé, ngudi ta bao 1a do "vua A
Duc dung".

Trong sach Sit hoc bi khdo ciia Pang Xuan Bang ghi rang: “Cau Lau gidp séng, nudc
song ddi v6i(?) An Pinh chay vao song Uat” thi An Dinh ¢ phia dong Cau Lau - dat gan
bién ma nude chay vao séng Uat”. Trong “Bach khoa dia danh Hai Phong” ghi rang dat Cau
Lau chinh 1a mdt phan dat cua Hai Phong ngay nay.

Nhin béan d6 cta Lich si Viét Nam ta théy Cau Lau ¢ dudi Luy Lau, 16 rang la bao g6m
mdt phan dat Hung Yén, Hai Duong, Hai Phong. Ving dat An Dinh dugc Sit hoc bi khdo cia
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Ping Xuan Bang xac dinh 1a dat gin bién, lai ¢ phia dong ctia Cau Lau, vAy manh dat phia
dong ay phai 1a Hai Phong ngay nay. Hon nita Thiiy kinh chii ghi 1&: “thanh Né Lé & dong nam
huyén An Dinh”, vy chéc chin thanh Nélé & D6 Son Hai Phong vi khu vuc ndy chi c6 déo dat
D6 Son 12 ban dao chay dai nho ra bién theo huéng dong nam.

H23- Nui Voi Kién An - Hai Phong nhin tir séng Vin Uc. Day 1 ngon niii ma cac thuong thuyén nuée ngoai

khi vao Pai Viét thirome 1av noon nii nav dé 1am mac.

Tir dién bach khoa Hai Phong viét: “An Pinh la huyén ¢ thoi Han, mot trong 10
huyén thudéc quin Giao Chi. M6t phan huyén ndy va mot phan cua hai huyén Ké Tir, Cau
Lau (déu ¢ phia bac dong bang Giao Chi) nam trong dia ban Hai Phong ngay nay”. Phia
Pong Nam huyén An Dinh chinh 1a khu vuc D Son, Hai Phong ngay nay.

H24 — Chuéng
Van Ban (co y
kién lai cho rang
day la chuong
chiia Hang)Dd
Son - Hai Phong,
Day la chuéng cb
dep nhét Viét
Nam hién dang
trung bay tai bao
tang Lich sir Viét
Nam

Tong két lai 1 s0 ¥ kién ti€u bi€u cta céc tac gid da nghién ciu van dé bao thap
Asoka ¢ thanh c6 NéLé 6 Po Son:

O phuong Tay Ma-do-ron (Claude Madroll)
O Trung Qudc c6 Luu Han Ky, Lich Pao Nguyén.

O Viét Nam c¢6 HT. Thich Buc Nghiép, GS. Minh Chi; v.v..., Hoang Mién Trai
trong Do Son bat vinh va nghién ciru cia Ngo Pang Loi (Hoi khoa hoc lich sir Hai Phong).
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H25 — Nhiing bia va tran bia, riém bia Dai Hop, Dd Son , va chia Can Thién, xa Qu?m Muc Kién Thuy-
khu vuc ctra song Van Uc, Hai Phong

Phat gido vao NELé - B4 Son Hai Phong vao giai doan dau. Dy 1a giai doan Phat
giao quyén nang, sy nguong mo dao Phat ciia dan dia phuong, nha truyén gido da tao nén
niém tin Phat - Phap -Tang noi long nguoi ban x&. Hinh anh ting si tr An Do & NéLé Do
Son in sdu vao tam tri cu dan ban dia, ngudi ting si truyén dao - su Ban (Phat Quang) luu
giit trong long ngudi tir thé ky III TCN ¢ Nélé B6 Son cho dén ngay nay.

H26 — Tuong Man Nuong va Tu Dinh dugc thy & chiia Té - Bic Ninh va pho tuong Phat bing dong vo
cung dep ¢ chua Sung Khanh - Cat Hai, gan D6 Son

Nhan dip Pai 18 Phat Pan Lién hiép qudc 2008 -2552PL duoc t6 chirc tai Viét Nam,
chung t6i nghién ctru van dé Phat gido du nhap vao NELé - Do Son, Hai Phong va tiép tuc
nghién ctru vé thanh Né Lé va thap Asoka & D6 Son. Chung t6i mong rang c6 thém nhiéu sir
gia va cac nha nghién ctru ¢ ¥ kién sau hon vé van dé nay.

Nhan ddy chung ti ciing xin trich nguyén vin 10i ¢b gido su Tran Vin Giap da viét
dé tua cho cubn sach Viét Nam Phdt gido sw luwpc cua Thugng toa Mat Thé nhu sau:
“....Nhirng sach noi vé& van d& Lich st Phat giao Viét Nam tuy khong phai khong c6, nhung
cling khong 14y dau dugc nhiéu...Khén ndi nhitng sach ay viét toan bang chir Han ca. Dbi
v6i phai xuét gia khong ké, con qudc dén ta, tir khi Han hoc khong dwgc nhan day & cac
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truong cong, hoc gidi ta 1ay Quoc van va Phap van thay vao. Cac bac tan tién ngay nay doi
v6i kho sach chit Han xua gan nhu chim chich vao rung....”

Thanh c6 NéLé& ¢ Hai Phong

Db Son, Hai Phong vao thoi Hung Vuong 13 b Duong Tuyén, doi thudc nha Han 1a
quan Giao Chi sau 1a Giao Chau. Theo cac nha str hoc nha Nguyén: “Ddi Tan thudc 16 Hai
Dong, thoi thudc Minh, 1a dat cua phu Tan An, Pén thoi Lé Quang Thuan méi dit vao phu
Kinh Mén...”. Cac nha nghién ctru xua va nay déu coi noi dy 1a ving dat van hién. D6 Son
nam giita Cat Ba, Nui Voi va Thity Nguyén, noi da ton tai va phat trién van hoa Cai Béo, di
chi Bii Bén, Trang Kénh, Vi¢t Khé, Pong Son... Cua bién PO Son, Bach D%lng, Van
Pon....da timg 13 ctra ngd chinh dé cic nude trong khu vuc dén trao doi hang hoa ngay tir
trude va sau thoi ky Asoka (thé ky tht III TCN) v6i Van Lang, Au Lac, 14 vi tri giao thong
duong thiy quan trong nhit cta bién Dong va Dong Nam A thoi cd dai.

H27-Tréng
Dong ghi-

PACIFIC déu khip
OCEAN

»

noi ¢ Bong-
Nam-A
(Tréng

Pong-Son,
Vién Khao
C Hoc, Ha
Noi 1987,

trang 131).

Trong Eden in the East: The Drowned Continent of Southeast Asia East, Bac si
Stephen Oppenheimer d3 dua trén nhing kién thirc cip nhat méi day cta cac nganh khoa
hoc nhu di truyén hoc, nhan ching hoc, than thoai, van hoc dan gian, ngoén nglr hoc, hai
duong hoc, khao ¢ hoc... ma két luan nhiéu géc ré van minh nhan loai da khoi su tir khu
vuc quanh bién Pong.

NG il QUG C,
.;2.,-,-’ : - o '\,.!'m}
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\[J ;
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H28 - Ban d6 phan b6 céc di tich khao ¢6 van hoa Dong Son dénh déu van hoa Dong Son Hai Phong- trong “Lich sir Viét
Nam”- Nxb KHXH 1971 va ban do bién Pong vdi hai cang chinh Cattigara vé theo ban - d0 Ptolemy. "Ancient History
Atlas" Michael Grant, Cartograph by Arthur Bank, Mcmillan Publishing Co., Inc., New York, 1971: 75.
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Theo Vii Hitu San: ..."Mot thé ky sau Tay lich, hoc gia uy thé Ptolemy v& ban d6 thé
gidi, ghi nhan nhitng dia danh cta "ban dao Vang" Mi lai/Dong Duong, Bién Pong vai
Vinh Bic Viét tan cung vé phia Pong ctia An Do, Ong chu giai chi tiét va v& hai dd hang
hai giao thuong véi mot hai cang thudoc Giao Chi, dugc ghi 16 rét la Cattigara (hoac
Cattigara, Kattigara, hay Katigara) toa ¢ 177 d6 Pong kinh tuyén, 8 d6 30' Nam vi tuyén
v6i kinh tuyén gbc qua quan dao Canary)....”

Tac gia Nguyén Quang Ngoc ciing cho rang: Ban d6 ¢ ctia Pang Ngoai va cac thu
tich ctia ciia Ha Lan sau ndy déu danh diu dia danh ddo Ngoc chinh 13 nai Ngoc (trc Mau
Son c6 thap Tuong Long ngdy nay). Nghién ctru cua tién sy Gutzlaff “Geography of the
Cochichina Empire”- xuét ban tir nim 1849 va William Dampier - nim 1688 thi cac nha
hang hai qudc té dén nudc ta thudng men theo duong bién Do Son t6i song Van Uc va mde
danh d4u con song nay 1a trai nui to cao va dai 1a niii Voi ¢ Kién An.

*

H29 — Nui
Voi, Kién
An, Hai
Phong

Cira séng Bach Pang va ban dao P Son ¢ ban chat cu trac 1a mot cira séng hinh
phéu c6 hinh thai duong bd 16m vao luc dia. Hau hét cac cang bién 16n nhat cia thé gidi, ké
ca cang Rotterdam ctia chau Au, déu nim & ctra song hinh phéu. Khu vuc nay c6 dinh & Bén
Triéu, dudng bd co ban chay ven Phu Long- Cat Hai - D6 Son va ria ngoai d6i bd ngam ctra
song di theo duong dang sau 6m tir mili D6 Son dén tdy nam dao Cat Ba. Cau tric nia kin
clia viing ctra song va sy phan cach tuong ddi cuia né voi bién 1a nho quan dao Cat Ba che
chén & phia dong, dong nam, ban dao D6 Son & phia tay.

H30- Cau da
¢b con nguyén
ven nam cho
vo trén bai
tridu su vet sat
bién & vung
Gia Loc
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Cat Hai- 6 Son, Hai Phong niam giita cac lach Nam Triéu va Lach Huyén an ngir
phia ngoai ving triéu dam Iy su vet cua ving ctra séng Bach Dang. Dan cu Cat Hai ké lai
rang, xua kia Cat Hai rong giap gan DO Son va hai noi cung nghe chung tiéng ga gay. Mot
trong nhimg dau hiéu rd rang vé bién 1an, muc nudc bién dang cao ¢ Cat Hai 1a cdy cau d4
¢ con nguyén ven nam cho vo trén bai tridu sa vet sat bién & vung Gia Loc.

H31 -
Di vat
mé cd
Viét
Khé-
ngoi mo
cb gidu
nhét thoi
Dong
Son &
Hai
Phong

Ving cira song Bach Diang bao gdm ca khu vuc dat Thuy Nguyén Hai Phong— nhin
ra cira bién D6 Son, qua cac di tich khao ¢d hoc, Téng Trung Tin da nhan dinh. “la mot
trong nhirng trung tam chinh tri, kinh té thuong mai thoi ky Bic thudc”, vi hé théng mo Han
day dic ¢ khu vuc nay. Noi ddy ciling 13 noi tap trung nhidu mé cd giau c6 bac nhét & nude
ta, mo Han phong pht va nhiéu hién vat quy gia chimg to cht nhin cic ngdi mo nay & Hai
Phong thoi tién st rat gidu 6, quyén uy va cé thé lyc trong ving.

H32- Hién vat di chi Cai Béo, xuong, ring hoa thach Pongo & hang DA Tring Cat Ba - ddu vét ciia ngudi Giao Chi cd
com hidn him & viino dAt Hai Phano

Céc déu tich van hoa Pong Son nhu gbm Pong Son ¢ Ao Cdi, Xé Bac, 10 gbm Pong
Son & miéu Tung Goi, riu dong Pong Son & 16p trén Bii Bén xen 14n nhiing manh gbm
Han, cac an dong khic tén tudi cia cac thuong nhan Han,...cho thiy ving ven bién Cat Ba,
Cat Hai, D6 Son 1a mot diém giao thuong xua cia ngudi Viét. ..
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H33- Miii khoan. riu dé. d0 trane strc.... ¢ di chi Traneg Kénh. Hai Phone.

Hang loat hang dong chira dung tram tich van héa cd, cic bén bai hoat dong kinh té
ctia ngudi Viét cd, cac hoat dong co sinh quan trong nhu hang P4 Hoa (P4 Tring) v6i hoa
thach Pongo; bén cang giao thong thoi xua, cac di chi xudng ché tao miii khoan quy hiém;
cac di chi con cat soi, con so diép, dai dién cho mét trung tAm giao thuong van hoa bién ¢
xua doc ddo & Hai Phong.

H34— Phéc vat, chac gdm va cic riu d4 di chi Trang Kénh- Hai Phong

Cung vo1 Cat Ba, cac di chi khao ¢ hoc & huyén Thuy Nguyén, Kién An, An Lio,
Tién Lang,... bao boc 9 ngon nli Pd Son manh dé nho ra bién, tao nén nhitng gid tri van
hoa khao c6 phong phti ¢ Hai Phong thoi tién str. Vin hoa Dong Son, ghi ddu manh dat va
con ngudi noi day da phat huy vin héa bién ctia dat nuéc Van Lang, thoi vua Hung.

H35- Manh
gbm c6 mai
va hoa van
trang tri trén
gbm & di chi
Trang Kénh.

Hién vat Dong Son va tién Pong Son & Hai Phong, phu hop cia cu dan mién bién
thoi tién st 1a: mai chéo, chi ludi, lao nganh, lud1 cau,.. cac hoa tiét trén tréng, thap déng,. ..
con ghi nhén khi mo ta dac diém cua van hoa bién cia nudc Vin Lang nhu: tuc xam minh,
cac hoat dong danh bét thuy san trén séng bién,... . Dén ca cac hinh tuong linh thiéng trang
tri trén tréng dong, thap dong 1a con vat song & mién bién nhu con o, con vac, con nong,..
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H36 — Lao dam c4 va chi ludi danh cd & Trang Kénh- va hinh chim lac trén tréng mo cd Viét Khé

Theo Wikipedia, X6nhem (W.Solheime) da nhan dinh: Nhiéu hinh thuyén c¢& dang to
16n, kiéu cong mili, cong lai duogc khéc trén nhiéu tréng déng Dong Son. Nhiéu nha dia li
hay du lich, nha truyén gido hay ngoai giao ctia ca phuong Pong va phuong Tdy nhu:
Ptoléme, Phap Hién, Maccé P16, Trinh Hoa,.... Su hép din & béc bién bong, khién ho dén,
ghi chép va dé lai nhiing tai liéu quy gia cho doi sau.

« ¢
909 2P0 060 O

o e Csceiue ale

H37- Manh vong va 16i vong Trang Kénh va hién vat khao ¢c6 Dong Son & Nui Voi Kién An.

Céc di vat thudc van hoa Pong Son (VIII-VI TCN va thé ky tht I-111), 1a bang chimg
lich st rat sinh dong vé su ton tai cia mot loat di tich thoi Hung Vuong ¢ vung ven bién Hai
Phong. Ngbi mo Viét khé voi nhidu vat dung bang dong quy gia, thé hién ngdi mo nay la
cua mot vién thu linh quan thay, hodc thuong gia v cung giau co, chua noi nao cé dugc,
cho phép ta nghi dén khu vuc Hai Phong di 1a mot d6 hoi rat phat trién thoi tién st.

H38- Thap va tugng ngudi thoi khen &
ngoi md co Viét Khé Thuy Nguyén,
Hai Phong.thugc van hoa Bong Son
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Giai doan thinh vurong ctia van hoa tién Pong Son ¢ Hai Phong v6i xuong ché tac da
quy ¢ Trang Kénh; nhimng hién vat Pong Son phong pha & Thity Nguyén, Kién An,Ni Voi,
Tién Ling,... (13 mot phan dit cia An Dinh xwa) da 13 mot diém tu cu 16n cua nguoi Viét
voi cac khu mo ¢b day dac - nhét 1a mo thuyén - déc trung cua van hoa bién md thuyén nhu
& An Son, Dyc Lién, Ha Té, ntii Lugc Thity Nguyén, Quyét Tién & Tién Lang Hai Phong;
cac suu tap dd ddong Pong Son ¢ nui Péo, ndii Nang, nai Tiéu Tuong,...

H39- Dao
gam Dong
Son Hai
Phong.

Thu tich cd, nhic dén v6i d6i quan thiy rat tai gidi cua nit tudng Lé Chan trong cudc
khoi nghia Hai Ba Trung, nguoi da dam nhiém chan dénh thuy quan cia Ma Vién tir phia
Bic tién vao, ba 1a vi tuéng dugc Hai Ba Trung giao trong trach tran thu ving bién Hai
Phong 13 ctra ngd quan trong nhét cia nudc ta ¢ bién Péng. Hién nay van con rat nhiéu noi
¢ Hai Phong tho nir tudng Lé Chan.

H40-
Tuogng ba
Lé Chan,

tudng

gidi cia

Trung
Vuong —

va 18 té
nir tuéng
Lé Chan

& Dén

Nghe Hai
Phong.

V& nién dai, thoi ky Asoka cir doan truyén gido sang Pong Nam A trung véi thoi ky
cudi ctia van hoa Pong Son - 13 cudi thoi dai Huing Vuong va diu An Duong Vuong. Céc di
tich van hoa khao c6 Pong Son ctia Hai Phong chimg minh sy phat trién ruc r& thoi gian ay.
Céc trung tim Mao Khé, Pong Triéu, Uong Bi ni lién Luy Lau va Thiy Nguyén, rong hon
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1a nti Voi, Tién Lang vao bang cira bién D6 Son, Hai Phong d3 14 trung tim chinh tri, kinh
té, van hoa 16n nhit cua dat nude Van Lang- Au Lac thoi by gio.

4 Ky 3 i J\L gy iz Cltrn 5, %8 P ® ¥ 'iib-iﬁm

H41 — M5 thuyén ¢b An Son, thap Viét Khé Thiy Nguyén va cic loai riu bing ddng thugc vin hoa Péng S n-H i

Thoi xua dé giao thuong véi cac nudc xung quanh thi cira bién vao chinh cua Giao
Chi 14 séng va cac nhanh song Hong & Hai Phong. Trén dudng bién quan trong nay di hinh
thanh cac tram dung chéan, trao d6i hang hoa va lay nuéc ngot nhu Thay Nguyén, Pong
Triéu, Mao Khé, D6 Son, Tién Lang.... Tao nén ving cu dan dong duc, thuong nghiép va
tht cong phat trién (nghién ciru bd dd moc, d6 son trong md Puong Du khong khac ngay
nay 1a may). O Van Bun, D Son van con giéng ¢ va tiép tuc cAp nudc cho nhan déan trong
ving, & Poan Xa con may giéng co (1 sb giéng da bi lap).

H42- B¢
dd moc
trong mQ
Puong Du
va di vat
chup gin
trong mo
cd Vigt
Khé

Theo “Nhat Da Trach” Chir Pong Tt di nhan 16i v6i dai thuong gia ngudi nude
ngoai di buén & bién- 1a cira bién Hai Phong ngay nay- noi giao thuong sim uat cua dat
nuéc Vin Lang. Nguoi dai thuong gia va Chtr Pong Tir dd ghé thuyén vao dao dé 1iy nudc
ngot va gip vi tang si Phat Quang thuyét phap cho nghe nén giac ngd, duoc truyén phap khi
1a chiéc gay va cai noén 14 roi bao rang: "nhitng cai y 1am chia khoa cho moi ning liuc than
bi"....

C6 mdy diém chu y trong truyén nay:
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Gip duoc thuong gia rat giau co.

Di budn ban & ving bién.

Lén ddo Quynh Vién (Quynh Vi) xin nudc ngot.

Gip duoc tang si Phat Quang (su Ban).

Puoc Phit Quang (st Ban) truyén dao Phat va phép thuat.

Vay la sau khi kiét tap kinh dién 1an tha 111, véi su ung ho tich cuc cua vua A Duc
(Asoka) va Dai 1ao Hoa thugng chu toa Moggaliputta Tissa, Phat giao da cir 9 phai doan di
khap noi, trong va ngoai nuéc An Po. Trong d6, doan thir 8 do ngai Sona va Uttara da dén
vung Kim Dia (bao gdm nudc Mién Dién, cac nude Dong Duong va mot phan M3 Lai). Khi
dén Viét Nam, dau tién doan da dén Nélé - D6 Son, mét vi ting si 4y chinh 14 nha su Phat
Quang. Pung thoi diém Ay thi Chir Pong Tir cing véi thuong gia giau c6 dang budn ban
ngoai bién, vao D son liy nudc ngot, gip su Phat Quang (Ban Ting) tai dy, dé ky niém,
doan cho xdy thap A Duc (ASoka) & NéLé D6 Son, Hai Phong.

Dén thé ky tht XI - vua Ly Thanh Tong di dudng bién danh Chiém Thanh, qua Nélé
- Pb Son. Nghe chuyén vé thap Asoka, vua lién cho xay mdt chiéc thap vo cung dep (thap
Tudng Long) & D6 Son, dia diém & khu vuc gan thap cii, tham chi 13 trén nén thap ASoka
(ADuc Vuong), dé sau ndy nha tho Mién Trai trong “Tam bai tho vinh vé D6 Son” (D6 Son
bét vinh) nhic dén thap c6 ciia ADuc Vuong & NEL&-P6 Son, Hai Phong.

Trong “Le Boudhisme en Annam des origines jusqu'au XIII ¢ Siécle” (1932) - ¢b gido su
Tran Vin Giap da cong bd rang: Vién Vién Pong Béc cd da tim thay 1 s6 cudn sach cb co gia tri
vé lich sir Phat gido nudc ta & Hai Phong hodc gan khu vuc Hai Phong, d6 13 hai ban “Tam t6
thue luc” duge cét tai chia Phap Vi, lang Dong Lai, huyén Vinh Lai (Hai Duong), nay 14 huyén
Vinh Bao (Hai Phong). Tiép theo 13 “Ngu ché Thién uyén thong yéu ké ding luc” ciia Nhu Son,
phung chiéu gdbm 3 quyén, ban gd duogc cat & chia Nguyét Quang (tirc chuia Pong Khé - Hai
Phong). Tiép nita vao nam 1927, truong Vién Pong Bac CO lai tim thdy 1 tac pham nhan dé 1a
*Thién uyén tap anh ngit luc” ciia 1 nha nho ciing & Hai Phong.

Nhu vay Phat giao di timg hién hiru dau tién & Hai Phong va ting phat trién & Hai
Phong. Khao sat dién da, chung toi thdy quanh ving bién ban dao D6 Son di timg c6 nhiéu
ngdi chua vo ciing dep nhu: chiia Sting Khanh (hién con pho tuong dong cd), chuia Hoa Hy
o0 Cat Hai, chua Can Thién & Quﬁn Muc (con lai chiéc bia rét 16m); chua Boéng ¢ Dai

Thap ASoka & thanh ty nhién NéLé - D6 Son
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H43- Béandao
D4 Son 1a mot dai
nui da theo huong

déng bic co nui

M4u Son (nti

Ngoc)- noi co6

thap Tuong
Long.

Bao quanh ban dao Do Son ba mat 13 bién, mot mat 1a song Hong. Pai Nam nhat
théng chi chép: “nui D6 Son sat bién, chu vi 30 dim, cao 80 truong, ¢ gitra c6 9 ngon, co
mot ngon cao 16n hon ca 1a Mau Son”. CAu tao dia chit noi day tao cho Pd Son ¢ hinh
dang nhu mot thanh liy vitng chic cho con ngudi cd xua tra ngu, sinh sdng, chong lai sy
nghiét nga cua thién nhién nhu 1 lut, bao gio,... va gidc ngoai xam.

Thoi ¢6 xua con ngudi thuong dua vao hang dong dé tranh mua bao va tha di,... Vi
vy nha su Ban (Phat Quang) dua vao hang (chuia Hang- Cdc tu) dé 14 noi cu tra va truyén
dao Phat 1a phu hgp véi thoi gian, dia diém, cac hién vat khao cb cudi Vian Lang va dau Au
Lac. Gidng nhu thanh ¢6 loa 1a thanh dét va hao song xung quanh, thanh Nélé tuy nhé hon,
nén chi dua vao tu nhién 1y 10 ngon nai lam thanh liy, con hao 13 bién va séng Hong bao
boc.

H44- Ban dao D6 Son 12 mdt thanh tir nhién — ¢ 3 mit 14 hao bién- 1 mat 13 song Hong.

Thuyén bé cia Vin Lang va sau nay 1a Au Lac theo song Hong, song Thai Binh,
hodc luu vuc cac song ndy 1a song Bach Dang, song Cam, Lach Tray, Van Uc hay nhanh Pa
D6 qua trang Minh Lién,... khi dén ban dao D6 Son déu cé thé dung thuyén di xung quanh
thanh N&L&. Tir cira song Bach Pang hoic song Van Uc, ké ca nguoc dong Pa Do (lay nii
Voi lam méc) déu tién duoc vao dat lién nude Vian Lang, Au lac xwa. Ngoai ra, khu vuc &
thanh Nélé D6 Son Hai Phong thoi xwa. Khi quan sat cac ban d6 c¢o thoi bién tién, cac cira
song rat rong, dong bang chua dugc nhiéu phu sa bdi dip, cira song in sau vao dat lién, rat
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gan thanh C6 Loa cia An Duong Vuong. Céc thuong gia nudc ngoai qua cira bién Nélé -
P6 Son dén Van Lang, Au Lac dé trao doi hang héa bang duong bién hoidc dudng séng déu
rat tién loi. Di 16i ctra song Vian Uc (1iy nti Voi lam mdc) vao dat lién hay ra bién vao ctra
song Bach Pang dé tién vao Luy Lau, Ké Cho, phd Hién dé dang. Pd Son - Nélé qua that 1a
clra ngd giao tiép véi thé gidi bén ngoai - khi ma giao thong thoi ¢d dai chil yéu dwa vao
song nudc.

H45 - Tréng va gido thudc van hoa Pong Son & Hai Phong.

Poan truyén gido do vua ASoka ctr di, di dén Van Lang bang dudng bién, qua NELé&
- Pd Son Hai Phong va luu tra tai day. C6 mot nguoi ¢ lai do chinh 1a su Ban (Phat Quang)
dd séng & hang (chua Hang) D6 Son. Dé ky niém mot chuyén vuot bién va truyén gido
thanh cong, doan da cho xay mot ngdi thap bau.

O truyén “DPam Thién Phép su” d3 noéi dén 20 ngon bao thap & Giao Chau, phai
ching ngon thap xua nhat, c6 nhat thoi Aduc vuong ma nhiéu sir lidu da dé cap chinh 1a &
khu vic Né Lé - Bo Son? hay chinh 13 & khu vuc thap Tuong Long D6 Son Hai Phong. An
Dinh 13 huyén c6 thoi Han, mot trong 10 huyén thudc quin Giao Chi. Mot phan huyén nay
va mdt phan cta hai huyén Ké T, Cau Lau nam trong dia ban Hai Phong ngay nay. Theo
“Thuy Kinh Cha” thanh N¢€I€ & phia Pong Nam huyén An Pinh, ma khu vuc nay chi duy
nhit c¢6 ban dao D6 Son nho han ra bién theo huéng Pong Nam.

Cho dén nay, thanh phé cang Hai Phong - ving ctra song Bach Ding, D4 Son xua
van va mai 1a hai cang quan trong ciia ving Pong Bic Bo, gop phan vao viéc bao vé chu
quyén ciing nhu giao thwong kinh té, vin héa véi cac nudc trong khu vuc va quéc té. O khu
vuc D6 Son, ngoai thap Tudng Long chung t6i dd tim thdy nhiéu dia diém c6 nhiéu hién vt
can dugc nghién ctru bang khao ¢6 nhu dau tich thap Asoka, chtia Ban, chiia Van Ban (khu
vuc c6 giéng cd & Van Bun), hang Phat Tich, chua Khanh Minh,vv... Nhung D6 Son 1a khu
vue 3 mat 1a bién, dé c6 thé sang to nhiéu van dé thi viéc khao c6 duéi nudc cling la rt can
thict.
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H46 - Hoa dd Phap phan ﬂgiéi su nhim 1§p v& vi-tri va hinh-thé Yinh Bic-Viét cla cac ban-dd cb
Ptolemy va giéng c6 & Van Biin - D6 Son- cac thuong thuyén hay qua day lay nudc ngot
Khu vuc D6 Son, 1a khu vuc kinh t€ van hoa phat trién thoi tién su, nhung cling 1a
khu vuc nhay cam voi thién nhién, gidc gia. Pa c6 nhi¢u cudc chuyén dich 16n, bang chung
la & dinh Tra C6 (gan Mong Cai Quang Ninh)- van con cau doi co:

“Tra Co nguy nga dinh ky niém
Do Son lung litng dét ling huong”

Ho van nhé t6 tién minh 1a qué gdc P Son. Cung nhu vay, cac di tich & D6 Son
dd mat mat dan, do su khic nghi¢t ctua thién nhién, hay chinh céc triéu dai sau huy hoai
cac cong trinh cua tridu dai trudc va cudc chién tranh loan lac. Vao thoi Mién Trai
(Minh Mang nha Nguyén) van con dau tich thap Aduc Vuong (ASoka) vay ma dén nay
thi hau nhu khong con gi nira.

Nhimg cong trinh xdy dung cua thoi Asoka & D4 Son (NéLé) khé tim lai. Béi nhiing
cong trinh xay dung 4y, c6 thé 1am bang gb hoic 1a duoc khic 1én trén vach da ¢ hang dong.

——— —— — ————— &
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H46- Bén d ctia anh em Van Langren- Thé ky 17 vé Déng Nam A va 3 con su tit & thap ASoka dugc dua vao qubc huy ciia An Do

25



Mot chiit lich sir nghé thudt (Nam A va Péng Nam chdu A) cia X.Mode nha xuit
Veb Verlag Der Kunst Dresden 1978- Mockba Uckycctbo-1978, ¢ viét vé mot ngudi Hi
Lap tén 1a Mégaphen v&i tu cach 1a nguoi duoc XéElép Nikato phai di (khoang 302 TCN), sau
nay da cong bd su miéu ta tén goi 1a “Indica” vé cac cong trinh kién trac ctia dé ché Mauryan
thoi1 Asoka nhu sau:

“... thanh phd Patalyputra 13 tha d6 cua vuong quc Mauryan, co dién tich 2km?,
dung 1 hang rao chic va dd so dugce bao quanh bang hao rong diy nudc. C6 70 thap canh
bao vé thanh phd, c6 thé di vao d6 qua 4 cong 16n. Cung dién ciia ngudi cam quyén thoi ky
nay theo Mégaphen duoc xdy dung bang gb....” Ciing theo sach nay, Phap Hién — mot nha
su Trung Qudc d3 dén Patalyputra dau thé ky V cho rang: Ky thuat d4 nhin nhu thé dugc
gilt dén ngay nay, la dic diém cta nhimg cot da thoi ASoka khac nén, Nhiing cot da cao
hon 10m véi vé dep khéc thuong, phﬁn trén cia nd dugc mi€u ta dong vat nhu su tir, bo, voi
hoic ngua. Dau su tir ndi tiéng nhét & Xarnatkha, sy miéu ta nd c6 thé thiy ¢ biéu tuong cia
An D6 1a qudc huy ciia nha nudc An D6 tré tudi....”

Viy nhimg cong trinh cing nién dai v6i dé ché Asoka & Viét Nam va ké ca An Do
chu yéu 13 bang gd, sau d6 moi xdy dung bang da? Vay thap Asoka va giang dudng duoc
xay dung vao thoi diém doan truyén gido di ngang qua va dén Nélé - PO Son bang chét liu
gi? Ta biét rang xdy dung cc cong trinh bang d4 thoi xua rat kho khin (vi chua co thiét bi
may moc hién dai - duc déo thuong 1a bang tay), vay giang duong va thap Asoka co thé
bing da hay gb? Néu bing gb co thé ton tai sau hon 20 thé ky duoc khong, dic biét 1a noi
dau song ngon gié nhu ban dao PO Son, Hai Phong?

H47- Ban d6
Dang trong va
Pang ngoai - linh
muc Alexander
de Rhodes va
nhiing ban dd c¢b
trén thé gioi trude
va diu cong
nguyén déu \G
chiu A déu c6 An
D¢ va bong Nam
A - Thoi ky ¢b dai
cac luc dia cé xu
hudng & gin nhau
hon.

Sau khi nghién ctru k§ mot s6 ban d6 c6 (Hinh 45, H46, H47, H48...), thu tich ¢ va
nghién ctru cia mot s6 nha dia chat hoc, nghién ctru hoc bién Dong trong nudc, quéc té,
chung toi nhan thiy, dia chat ving dong bang va ven bién Vinh Bac Bo cu thé 1a ving dat
Hai Phong ngay nay da c6 nhiéu su thay doi dang ké. Ving bién nay xua kia lii sdu vao dat
lién rét gén C6 Loa, sau la Luy Lau, Ké Chg, phé Hién,... d3 duoc sang to qua diu tich
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khao c6 & noi day. Tham chi cho dén tan sau nay, cdc nha hang hai, nha budn noi tiéng cua
Ha Lan van lay nui Voi Hai Phong dé 1am md&c xac dinh vao Dai Viét budn ban.

Dé tim lai thap Asoka & thanh NéLé - B Son 13 kho khin néu khong dwa chi yéu vao
khao ¢ hoc duéi nudc. Vao thoi ky dy, con ngudi con dua vao cac vach da tu nhién dé ghi
khic, nhung ngay ca nhimg dau tich vé diéu nay cua Asoka & An D9, thi viéc tim kiém ciing
hét strc 1a hiém hoi. Trong “Pai dé ASoka Mauryan va nhimg du phép khac trén d4” ctia Tran
Tric Lam viét : “Vua Asoka con thuong xuyén tuan du thién ha....Giai doan dau, 11 nim sau
khi Asoka 1én ngoi, cac phap du dudc khéc trén vach da mot cach thd thién... Nhimg Thach
Phéap du nay thudng duoc khic trén nhimg tang ndi d4 16n dén nay da bi hu hong kha nhiéu.
Lay truong hop bia ky & Sopara, chi vai manh ctia du VIII va IX con sot lai. Nhd vao nhiing
van ban khac con dugc bao quan t6t ma nguoi ta doc duoc nhimg doan bi mat & nhitng phéap du
bi hu hong.”

O D6 Son (ngay tai nii Ngoc, hay con goi 13 nai Thap, ntii Mau Son) nhu ching t6i d4 n6i
& trén, van con 1 sd tang da c6 16 duc cd, gid nhu c6 thém cac nha nghién ctru va khao cd, hay cac
t6 chirc, chinh quyén D6 Son quan tAm. Thiét nghi, s& sang t6 nhiéu van dé nhu thanh Nélé, thap
Asoka, giang duong,....

H49 -
Nhiéu tang
da duoc
danh déu
nhu thé nay
o nai Ngoc
hay 1a ntii
Mau Son —

Theo “Xa Loi cuia Ptrc Phat”: “Trong qua trinh khai quat cac ngdi thap c¢o thuong
nhimg nén méng nay lai duoc xay chong trén nén cua nhitng ngdi thap c¢b hon. Vi du, ngdi
thap 16n Sachi duoc tring tu vao thé ky thir 2 TCN, nhung trén nén nguyén thuy cua 1 ngdi
thap dd c6 cach d6 hon 100 nim vao giai doan dau cta vua Aduc Vuong. Nhimg ngdi thap
& Taxila va ngon Long Tho (NAgArjunakonda) ciing twong tu nhu vay”.

Ciing nhu vdy, kha ning thap Tuong Long duoc xay dung trén nén thap Asoka cii & Db
Son 1a c6 thé xay ra. Thiét nghi viéc khao co tai chan mong cii thap Tuong Long trén nii Mau
Son néu dugc nhiéu ngudi quan tam, ung ho, nhét 1a cac st gia, cic nha khao cd, cac quy tai trg
van hoa, cac ting ni phat ttr, chinh quyén dia phuong va nhan dan thi viéc tim ra dau tich thap
Asdka & thanh NELé & Do Son, nhat 1a viéc khao ¢b hoc dudi nuée, cho phép ta nghi dén viéc
tim ra du tich du it 6i vé thap Asoka ¢ Db Son.

Van dé nghién ctru va tim ra dau vét bao thap Asoka trong bao cio cua chung toi
khong phai hoan toan 13 mot van dé méi. Béi 18, tir nira dau thé ky 20, nhiéu hoc gia va cac
nha nghién ctru trong va ngoai nudc di dé cap toi chuyén dé nay. Nhung rét tiéc 1a van dé
con dé lai do dang chua di t&1 mot két luan khoa hoc théa dang nao.

27



Sau khi tiép xtic nhiéu tu liéu khoa hoc vé dao Phat tir An D¢ (thoi dé ché Asoka) vao
cac nude trong khu vic Pong Nam A va Pong Duong, ciing nhu cac thu tich co ctia Trung
Qudc va Viét Nam, cac nghién ctru khao ¢ hoc, lich str, cac chuyén dé vé bién Pong, ... dong
thoi tién hanh mot sb cong tac dién da tim hiéu vin hoa dan gian (than pha, ngoc pha, ghi chép,
truyén miéng,... ) & khu vuc D6 Son. Vi nhan thirc “6n ¢b tri tin”- 6n cii biét méi va tiép thu
c¢6 chon loc nhing tur liéu méi, chung t6i manh dan dua ra nhitng ¥ kién quan diém cta minh,
kém theo minh hoa ban d6 va anh chup tu liéu.

?/Z%?/E /s
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3 - Haads i o Lol Al by p B s Thih

H50 - Hinh thuyén, hinh chim Lac va ban db so sanh Hai dd FranciscoRodrugues va ban d6 ngay nay ( theo Cortesao
1944) va mdt phin Hai db frasisco Rodrugues (1912) v& vinh Bic Viét cho ta thiy ving bién nay da c6 su thay déi dang ké

Trong dot kiém ké di tich lich sir & Hai Phong nim 1977- 1978 va nhiéu chuyén di
dién da sau nay, chang t6i d3 phat hién dia phan Hai Phong tho vua Hung va cac tudng linh,
nhiing nguoi co6 cong trang thoi dai Hung Vuong.

H51 -
Pinh
Quén
Khai tho
Tan Vién
Son
Thanh-
Bui Thién
Quy ¢
Vinh Bao
Hai
Phong.

Thoi dai Hung Vuong Hai Phong 1a mot pham tru st hoc tuong duong véi thoi dai
déng thau va sit sém & nudc ta, mot thoi dai trude Han, danh dau trinh do phat trién van
hoa cia ngudi Viét trude khi tiép xtc voi van hda Han. Nho d6 ma nudc ta khong bi dong
hoa, hoa 1an vao trong dan toc Trung Hoa nhu nhidu toc ngudi khac. Mic du cho dén nay,
quan diém ciia cdc nha nghién ciru van con nhiéu diéu khac nhau, nhung déu khang dinh ¢
mot thoi ky lich sir - thoi dai Hing Vuong trén co sé tu liéu khao ¢6 hoc 1a diéu hoan toan
khoa hoc.
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HS51 - Cac
tudng gioi
thoi Hung
Vuong - Ba
anh em ho
Trinh ¢
Thuy

Nguyén va
Pham Hai ¢
Kién Thuy
Hai Phong.

Hién nay & D6 Son, ngay chinh noi sat phé tich thap Tuong Long ngudi ta lai dang
tién hanh x4y dung mot ngdi chiia méi va du dinh bao ton phé tich thap Tuong Long 1am
bao tang ngoai troi, nhung thuc té di tich nay dang bi hity hoai dédng s do cong tic bao
quan, thoi tiét,... Nhung chung t6i nghi, song song viéc xdy dung chiia méi trén nti Mau
Son thi c¢6 thé truc tiép két hop véi cong tac nghién ctiru khao c¢d va bao quan méi dam bao
gin giit duwoc phé tich nay cho khach tham quan va thé hé sau.

Khao ¢b hoc dudi nude ciing 1a vin d¢& ma nha nuéc, chinh quyén dia phuong va gidi
nghién ctru nudc ta cin quan tim va dau tu, nhat 1a & khu vuc D6 Son va cira bién Bach
Ding ghi nhiéu dau tich cta vin hoa thoi tién str. Dia 1y nudc ta nim men doc bién Dong-
mang dam sic thai vin hoa bién- noi luu giit nhiéu di vat c6 thé kham pha va ching minh
nhiéu vin dé ma gii nghién ctru con dang ban cii, nhit 1a sau khi thap Jonaguni dugc tim
thiy ¢ ving bién Pai Loan.

HAI DUONS

BACH LONG

THAI BINH vl

H53- Thép cb Jonaguni nho khéo c¢b hoc dudi nuée méi duge tim thdy & bién Nhat Ban gin Pai Loan va ban db Hai Phong

Hién nay hau hét nhitng cong trinh kién trac c6 ciia Viét Nam, dii bé nhoé nhu kién
trac dan gian hodc dd s, phtic tap nhu kién triic cung dinh con lai rét it va hiu hét khong

phai 14 nhitng cong trinh tiéu biéu nhat xwa kia. Vi vay, phé tich thap Tuong Long ciing nén
duoc coi trong, tu tao va gin gilt cho hau thé, dé con chau mai sau con cé dip dugc chiém
ngudng, linh hoi, biét dugc cach thirc xay dung cia truyén théng cha éng, cling nhu ciu tao
kién trac c¢b xua. B6i nhitng cong trinh nay, van 1a déu tich cu thé ghi lai ching dudng sang
tao, lao dong nghé thuat va mang dAu 4n lich sir dan tdc rat rd nét.
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Hién nay chiia Hang - D6 Son 1a cong trinh 6, nhiing tén chiia va déu tich khac duoc
khic trén da ¢ cira hang, cach ddy may trim nam thdi Mién Trai con 1o nét, nhung dén nay da bi
bd doi cong binh dung min pha sach ddu vét. Di vat ¢d con lai 1a 1 bat huong bang gbm va mot
tuong Phat bé“mg da. Noi day thuc sy chi con lai san phém phi vat thé 1a truyén thuyét trong dan
gian Do Son va 8 bai tho vinh vé Db Son, 13 hoai niém vé ASoka (ADuc vuong) va cac du tich
Phit gido & D Son. Hién c6 nhiéu ¥ kién khac nhau vé chudng Van Ban, Db Son - qua chuéng
dep nhét Viét Nam dang duogc luu gitt tai bao tang Lich s Viét Nam, cling nén nghién ctru sau
hon vé& qua chudng nay.

Cho dén nay cac cong trinh xdy dung tir thdi NéLé ¢ Do Son chua tim thiy ciing 13
diéu d& hiéu. Nhung dao Phat tir An D6 thdi Asoka theo cac thuyén budn bing dudng bién
vao Nélé Do Son va luu lai ddy 13 mot su that. Ciing vi thé, nhimg gi con ndm duéi long dat
tham chi & dudi bién D6 Son thi chua ai c6 thé biét hét. Nhung néu két hop véi cong tac
nghién ctru, tham sat, khai quat, khao c6 nhit 1a cong tac khao c6 duéi nude, chic chin sé
dem lai nhiing két qua kha quan cho van dé nghién ctru dao Phat vao Viét Nam, thanh cd &
NéLé - D6 Son.
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Natural citadel NeLe

- DoSon under King Asoka’s dynasty

By : Dong Hong Hoan - Trinh Minh Hien

Nele and the ancient tower Asoka in Do Son so far have attracted great attention from both
domestic and foreign historians, especially those who major in history of Vietham Buddhism. A
big number of questions has also been raised and wondered many historians: whether Nele was
man-made or naturally created by the way ancient people took advantage of geography for
fortifications, in which place in Asia and Vietnam the first Indian shanghais had took their first
steps on, which regions in Vietnam at that time had satisfactory conditions of geography, politics,
economy,...so that the Indian merchants accompanied with Buddism propagandists had travelled to
the country. So far researchers as well as historians have tried to submit possible explanations and
theories to those puzzles, unfortunately, they failed.

Hereafter, we would like to put forward a brief overview on how Buddism was introduced to
Vietnam, on the fact of King Asoka (King ADuc ) sent a group of Buddism propagandists to Asia,
including Vietnam and of Chu Dong Tu adopted Budism in Doson. Simultaneously, where is Nele?
Where did the Indian Buddism propagandists pay a visit and stay?... And our own points of view
together with some researchers’ are to be presented here by.

1. Geographical advantages for Buddhism in India being soon introduced to Vietnam.

Picture 1- King Asoka (King Aduc ) from BC 273to BC 232 and an angle of Loc
Uyen garden under Asoka’s dynasty
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- In “ Thien Uyen Tap Anh”, Shaman Dam Thien answered the question raised by King Cao
To of Tuy dynasty: “Giao Chau ‘s nearer Thien Truc than our country. As you know, that
country had already built 20 towers, employed approximately 500 shanghas and translated
15 prayer- books since Buddism wasn’t adopted to Vietnam....”

- Bonze Lam Nhu Tang in “How Buddism was introduced to our country?” stated: “Vietnam
is considered as the back of India- China peninsula, which is between the two countries
whose cultures are among the most ancient ones. For such reason, Vietnam is inevitably
deeply affected by those two cultures, including religion.

- Nguyen Lang in “Buddism in Vietnam”- “The origin of Luy Lau” indicated: “.... Thanks to
Indian merchants, Vietnamese people at that time were more or less aware of farming
techniques, medicine and Indian religion. Therefore, it can be said that it’s Indian
merchants that introduce Buddism to Vietnam.”

Picture 2-
Grounding
terminal built
by Asoka
recently
discovered by
archeologists
and a

engraved
passage in
ancient Phan

2. King Aduc (Asoka)

- King Aduc (King Asoka) was the King of Mauryan (273-232 BC). Being in favour of
Buddhism, he had built stone stele to record achievements by Sakyamuni, whose name was
connected with Buddhism propaganda. He was the first king of India who could unify a very
big area, which is India today.
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Picture 3 The map of Mauryan (Khong Tuoc) and Asoka monarchy (century Il BC ) in India and the picture

shown by satellite indicating the regionally and internationally great important location of the Gulf of Tonkin
in the North of Vietnam

- H.G Wells has ever written about Asoka: "The world history had witnessed thousands of kings
and emperors consider themselves "notable emperor”...etc. Nonetheless, they was only in their very short
heyday whereas, Asoka has remained to be respected up to now."”

- Superior monk Thich Duc Nhuan in "Buddism and Vietnam history"” stated: "... Buddism
was in its 218 years old, great King Asoka had considerably been devoted himself and already
accomplished three significant missions:

1. Held the general meeting "Ket tap kinh dien I11"( The dysentery of the canal)

2. Built towers to honour Buddhism and monasteries

3. Set up a delegation of Buddhism propagandists”.

3. Towers in Buddhist architecture
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Picture 4- The tower mast and tower Anchi, Madhyda Pradesh put up by King Asoka

Buddhist towers are located in important relics and for Buddhists and Hollies' corpses
storage. King Asoka, in century III BC - the end of Hung King's ruling in Van Lang, built a great
number of valuable towers in Mauryan (India) and in other adjoining nations to be in the honour of
Sakyamuni and to commemorate the arrival by Buddism propagandists delegations (sent by Asoka)

Khuong Tang Hoi, a respected Buddhist leader in Giao Chau, from the century II - III had
already mentioned King Duc Vuong in "The story about Cao Tang"(by Hue Hao): "King A Duc

long before had constructed eighty thousand towers. For such reason, putting up towers and
pagodas aims to maintain that respectable activity.”
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Picture 5- A couple of Buddhist towers in Haiphong: Lam Dong tower in My Cu pagoda in Thuy Nguyen, Do Nha tower in

An Durmo It ic enid that Kino I o Dai Henh wine hovn themlee to hic foather’< wac hensino nvoved in Mhy Chri nnonda

Since Buddhism's aces to Vietnam, a considerable number of towers had been built and
existed in many dynasties. However, there has not been those ancient towers' remains.
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4. The first introduction of Buddhism in Vietnam since Hung King's dynasty

Some of very well-known Vietnam fairy tales, such as Tam Cam, in which But appear to
help out poor and kind Tam, or Neu tree and the Buddhist's frock or Trau cau, which are related to
people's rebirth in the form of tree and stone, has proved the fact that Vietnamese people have been
for a long time fully aware of Buddhist teachings: causes and effects, samara and karma, ...

Picture 6- Dau pagoda and Hoa Phong tower in century I11-
ancient architectures restored throughout dynasties, still remain
in Vietnam

Buddhist priest An Thien (century XIX) in "Nguyen Luu Buddhist teachings" in a single
chapter demonstrated Buddhism under Hung King's dynasty. The chapter entitled "Hung Vuong

Pham Tang" has indicated the close relationship between Buddhism under Hung King's ruling and
that of Asoka in Giao Chi’.

- In "Vietnam Buddhism history- from the beginning to Ly Nam De dynasty”, Professor Le Manh
That shows:' Buddhism was first introduced to Vietnam since Hung King's dynasty, the first teacher of
Buddhism is Phat Quang monk and the first Buddhist is Chu Dong Tu.
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Picture 7_A range
of ten mountains in
Do Son located in
China Sea between
Van Uc and Bach
Dang river’s
source in
Haiphong.

- From "Linh Nam Chich Quai" by Vu Quynh and Kieu Phu, there is evidence that Chu Dong
Tu was the ancestor of Vietnam Buddhism. He used to inhabit in Chu Xa, Van Duc, the present Gia
Lam, Ha Noi.

5. In which place was Buddhism first introduced?

Picture 8 Image taken from satellite and Hai Phong map have shown the important location of Thai Binh,
Bach Dang and Van Uc river’s source in Do Son, Haiphong.

Do Son of Hai Phong in the century II of Mesoproterozotic (about 200 millions years ago)
had experienced remarkable earth movements which helped to create ranges of mountains like
Trang Kenh, Cat Ba, Voi and Do Son. The bureau of Geology classifies Do Son in the category of
hill and agar. Haiphong’s mountains have been so far marvelous, with limestone caves and soil
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mountains range along Do Son beach. Trang Kenh rocky mountain range parallels, reflecting the
image in Bach Dang river. Do Son mountains stand as a defending wall of the country.

Do Son is composed of 10 moutains (the biggest one is called Nui Me, the rest 9 ones are
called Nui Con). Nui Me is roughly 168 metres..., on the peak of which Asoka tower stood.
Unfortunately, the tower was ruined and King Ly Thanh Tong (century XI) then built the other on
the ground or at least near the old tower. In century XII, King Tran Nhan Tong stepped on this area
(Hai Phong and Hai Duong used to belong to Hai Dong- a key land in China Sea, which is one of
the four important regions in the old Thang Long ) to reach the peak of Buddhism and established
Thien phai Truc Lam in Yen Tu.

Picture 9: Many archaeological objects

have been found in Tuong Long tower-
huilt hv Kino Tvy Thanh Tano (rontury XT)

"Do Son Bat Vinh" (8 poems about Do Son by Hoang Xuan Hoan, written in Nho) have to date
preserved in the family annals of Hoang family in Do Son. Hoang Xuan Hoan ,whose penname was
Mien Trai, had been presented with 6 units of silver and the title "Hieu Tu" together with the position of
an officials who was in charge of education in Kien Thuy by King Ming Mang. He was the Dr Hoang
Xuan Triem's son. Dr Hoang Xuan Triem was a mandarin for Le Hien Tong and Chieu Thong
government and inhabited in Ngoc Nguyen, Do Son- Kien Thuy- Hai Phong. Hoang Xuan Triem was in
the position of ‘Tan tuong quan v’ (a leader in the army) under the control of Duke Dinh Tich Nhuong,
an Admiral stationed in Hai Duong.

The fifth poem in "Thap Son Hoai Co" about
King Asoka tower in DoSon is interpreted by Nguyen
Duyen Nien as follows:
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Transcription:
Cb thap di hur loan théio ddi
Duc Vieong ki héu iy yén doi!
Thién chung bao khi minh heu thy,
Cilnt cdp phit do héa kiép hoi.
Tiéu tiry kha mién thach ding,
Muc nhi khu doc ha son 6.
Bang cao duc hgi son Tang giang,

Hexar chung liu khdw nht hoi,

Picture 10_ Exhibition with decorations of a
The poems could hereby be paraphrased: dragon ‘hands holding de leaves’ in Tuong

Long tower in Haiphong

The old tower is full of grass

The scene was deserted when Asoka was not present
Buddhist bells used to be rang here

The high tower is in ruined

In the slope of the hill paused an woodcutter

Down the mountain came buffalos

Wishing to have a talk with monks

The bell is heard elsewhere
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Picture 11 _ Buddhist remains and
statues in Tuong Long tower

In Do Son existed the pagoda hang (Coc Tu). The local people here said:"” Long time ago, at
the end of Hung King ..., Su Ban (Ban Tang), an Indian, stayed in Hang pagoda to honour the
Buddhist. The pagoda was also the place which witnessed his passing away...”

Picture 12 Exhibitions made of terra-cotta and stones with chiseled holes, we have a thought that

thov ave the trace nf the nld Ran naondn

During the time to stay in Hang pagoda, the monk Ban (Phat Quang) and dwellers in Do Son had
together built a pagoda, known as "chua Ban". Right in the ground of Ban pagoda, a family in Do Son (Mr
Tao- Ngoc Xuyen - Do Son), collected some exhibitions which are suspected to be the trace of the old Ban
pagoda. For confirmation, however, it is of great importance that archeologists and the local government
should be involved in the process of further study. 100 metres far away from Ban's pagoda ground, where
exhibitions were found, many big stones with chiseled holes can be discovered. Those holes may aim to
mark something. The local citizens revealed that such stones had been present here but are already
destroyed.
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Picture
13
Incense
burner in
Hang
pagoda in
Haiphong

According to "Linh Nam Chich Quai", by Vu Quynh, Kieu Phu: Chu Dong Tu anchored in
Quynh Vien moutain and was given the lessons on Budhism by a monk called Phat Quang. Is there
a possibility that Su Phat Quang or Su Ban for short and in the same way Mau mountain (or Ngoc,
Thap mountain) turns out to be Quynh mountain?

Picture 14_ Stone Buddhist statue and ancient
well in Hang pagoda in Do Son, Haiphong

In "Linh Nam Chich Quai", princess Tien Dung- Hung King's daughter and Chu Dong Tu
had met an affluent merchant who said: "If you spend an amount of gold, you will gain tenfold of
that amount". There off shore existed an island called Quynh Vien (or Quynh Vi in some other
books) where the merchant and Chu Dong Tu called on to get fresh water. On the island, there was
a temple and a monk known as Phat Quang (or Nguong Quang by other author). Dong Tu was been
taught Buddhism and given the tools: a stick and a leaf cone. The monk told "they are the keys for

all magic power".
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Picture 15_Coc Lien communal house to honor Chu Dong Tu in Coc Lien,
Minh Tan, Kien Thuy, Haiphong.

On the way home, Chu Dong Tu traveled along Van Uc river's mouth, opposite DoSon
peninsular to Da Do river's branch (that is Co Tieu today), and came over Minh Lien village (Coc Lien,
Minh Tan now) and had the news that Mrs. Da's son had been drowned. Based on the recorded
documents, Chu Dong Tu applied acquired magic remedy to make Mrs. Da's son alive. To express her
sincere gratitude, Mrs. Da with the local people built a temple to honor her benefactor. The temple has
still originally located in Coc Lien, in the edge of Da Do river in Coc Lien and achieved 20 titles so far
from King Le Vinh To- Khai Dinh IX.

Picture 16 _
The temple
put up by
Mrs Da to
honor Chu
Dong Tu in

Coc Lien,
Minh Tan,

As mentioned above, monk Ban (Phat Quang) had introduced Buddhism, which is generally
accompanied with workable remedies, to Chu Dong Tu. On the way to come back home, Chu Dong
Tu passed Minh Lien... (Coc Lien, Minh Tan now) and heard Mrs. Da groaning for her son had
been drowned. Without hesitation, he applied Indian remedies which he had adopted from monk
Ban to help the son get rid of the death.
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Picture
17 The
mouth of
Van Uc
river
today.

Those days, thanks to the advances of science on such fields: ..., anthropology, linguistics and so
forth, studies, discoveries and evidences have made clear the secretes of ancient civilizations. A great
number of legends spread from generation to generation which used to be considered invented,
imagined, magical and, to some extent, as science fictions... have recently been proved realistic with the
introduction of modern science. The confirmation by Tran Dai Sy's research in Quang Dong about the
real existence of areas in the legend of Lac long Quan, Ngu Linh mountain, Dong Dinh lake could be a
very good illustration.

Picture 18 The
cloth related to
Dong Son culture
the same age with
Chu Dong Tu's
time. The document
supplied by
Southeast Asia
Pre-historic

—

According to the research and publication by Dr Nguyen Viet (director The Center for
Southeast Asian Prehistory (CESEAP)), the clothes related to Dong Son culture the same age with
Chu Dong Tu's time were collected while excavating the ancient Chau Can grave in Chau Can, Phu
Xuyen, Ha Tay and the boat tomb in Dong Xa, Luong Bang, Kim Dong, Hung Yen. It, obviously,
can be seen that the country of Van Lang under Hung King's ruling had developed the industry of
fabric weaving at the age of 230-250 years ago.
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Picture 19 Da Do river’s branch overviewing Van Uc river's mouth in Do Son

There are, consequently, reasonable and logical evidences about the reality of the fact that
Chu Dong Tu acquired Buddhism in Nele Do Son, that his saving Mrs. Da in Minh Lien when
legends, history and geography of Do Son are taken into consideration. Based on the river, the
river's branch, the worship areas of local dweller in Hung Yen, Hang pagoda and the temple built by
Mrs. Da in Minh Lien, Do Son, the route on which Chu Dong Tu travelled from Hung Yen to Do
Son, calling on Mau Son mountain to get fresh water and meeting Phat Quang ( monk Ban).
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Picture 20 _ A part of Chu Dong Tu temple and the marked route on which Chu Dong Tu followed after being
introduced Buddhism(saved Mrs Da's son in Coc Lien, Minh Tan, Kien thuy, Hia Phong)
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6. A brief introduction of viewpoints on Nele citadel in Do Son

We would like to briefly extract here some points of view on Nele citadel in Do Son

- "Thai binh hoan vu ky" by Nhac Su (in Tong dynasty says "There is a citadel called Nele in
southeast An Dinh under Han dynasty."

Picture 21-
Mau Son
mountain or
Ngoc mountain
in Do Son
where ancient
maps are
domestically
and overseas
marked with
Tuong Long

- Those who are in favour of Claude Madroll (Le Tonkin ancient BEFEO, 1937, 263-332) had tried to
interpret the name of the Nele, which is black mud and then come to the conclusion that Nele belonged to Do
Son, where black mud is popular.

- Luu Han Ky in his book "Giao Chau Ky" (360 420) stated: “Citadel Nele in Southeast Dinh An, 7
miles far from the river, and the tower and the house of worship built by King Asoka have still remained, which
are called Kim Tuong by woodcutters."
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Picture 22- Chu Dong Tu's temple and
Vietnam map in the century I and Il on which
Cau Lau can be clearly observed with Bac Dai
river travelling along the area. Simultaneously,
the map shows that Cau Lau used to be one
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- Le Dao Nguyen in "Thuy Kinh Chu" (the book 37, page 6b4 6) confirmed:"Quan Tac wharf
original comes from that area, yet it passes from the east of the area to An Dinh and truong giang of Bac
Dai. The river, where King Viet Vuong built bronze ship, the race of which could be observed when the tide

goes away, travels toward the east, where Nele citadel is located, which is said to be put up by King
Asoka...”

As well, Dang Xuan Bang aserted in “Su hoc bi khao”: “Cau Lau adjoins river”. “Encyclopedia
on Haiphong geographic names” aftfirms Cau Lau is a part of Haiphong today. Looking at the map in
“Vietnam history” by Vietnam Commission of Social Sciences (published in 1971 by Social Sciences
publisher), we can see that Cau Lau is located below Luy Lau and surely composed of an area of Hung Yen,
Hai Duong, Haiphong. Similarly, Dang Xuan Bang in “Su hoc bi khao” indicated that the area is near the
sea, on the west of Cau Lau and, surely, is Haiphong today. Moreover, “Thuy Kinh Chu” admitted: “Nele
citadel is in the southeast of An Dinh”, which adds more evidences to confirm that Nele citadel is located in
Do Son in Haiphong for the reason that the region has Do Son peninsular to juts out the sea towards
southeast direction.

Picture 23- Voi
mountain in Kien
An-Haiphong
overviewed from
Van Uc, which
played a role of a
landmark for
merchant ship to
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It is recorded in “ Encyclopedia on Haiphong geographic names™: “An Dinh used to be a
suburban district under Han dynasty, one of the 10 suburban districts of Giao Chi. One part of this
disrict together with the other of Ke Tu and Cau Lau, which were in the north of Giao Chi, are in
Haiphong today”. The southeast of An Dinh turns out to be Do Son, Haiphong at present.

Picture 24- Van
Ban bell (Some
argue this is the
possession of Hang
pagoda ) in Do
Son, Haiphong.
This is the most
beautiful antique
bell in Vietnam,
which is presently
exhibited in
Vietnam history

The following is some remarkable authorities who has so far put ancient Asoka tower in Do
Son into consideration in their study:

e In the Western country: Claude Madroll

e In China: Luu Han Ky, Le Dao nguyen

e In Viet Nam: Superior Buddhist monk Thich Duc Nghiep, Profesor Minh Chi,..., Hoang
Mien Trai “8 poems about Do Son” and the suty by Ngo Dang Loi (Hai Phong history
Association)

Picture 25- Stone steles and their tops and edges in Dai Hop, Do Son and Can Thien pagoda, Quan Muc, Kien
Thuy, an area of Van Uc river in Haiphong.

47



Buddhism was introduced in Nele- Do Son- Haiphong in its early time. This is the time
when Buddhism had been in its greatly powerful day and successfully laid considerable beliefs of
local people in Buddhist-Dharma-Bonze. The image of Indian sanghas in Nele in Do Son was
deeply carved in the native people, especially monk Ban (Phat Quang) has been well-known among
the Buddhism followers in Nele in Do Son since the century I1I BC.

Picture 26- The statue of Man Nuong and Tu Dinh in To pagoda in bac Ninh and the wonderful
Ruddhict ctatue in Suno Khanh nanonda in Cat Hai near No Son

On the occasion of United Nations’ Vesak (2008- 2552PL) being held in Vietnam, we
have the ambition to carry out a research on the introduction of Buddhism to Nele and on the
Nele itself together with Asoka tower in Do Son. We do hope to be offered in- depth points of
view on the issue from historians and researchers.

We are grateful, in the same way, to verbatim quote here the statements by late Professor
Tran Van Giap who was responsible for the interface of the book: “Historical summary of
Vietnam Buddhism” by Superior monk Mat The (Professor of Buddhism in Hue ) as follows:
“...Books on Vietnam Buddhism history are available but limited in its quantity...
Unfortunately, most of those are recorded in Han. For Vietnamese people, since Han was not
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accepted to be taught in schools, national language and French have been replaced. Modern
researchers seem to be confused when being exposed to books in Han language....”

7. Nele in Haiphong.

Do Son, Haiphong under Hung King dynasty was known as Duong Tuyen, as Giao Chi
under Han ruling, later as Giao Chau. In Nguyen historians’ point of views: “The area used to
belong to Hai Dong under tan dynasty, belong to Tan An under Minh’s and to Kinh Mon under
Le Quang Thuan’s...”. The region has long been considered to be the centre of culture and
civilization. Do Son lies among Cat Ba island, Voi mountains and Thuy Nguyen, where Cai Beo
culture, the relics Bai Ben, Trang Kenh, Viet Khe, Dong Son,...were existing and developed.

Do Son, Bach Dang, Van Don harbours for a long time was the main gateway to which
merchants from regional countries traded with Van Lang, Au Lac right before and after Asoka
dynasty (century III BC) and at the same time was the most important waterway traffic area of
East China Sea and ancient Southeast Asia.
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Picture 27- Dong Son bronze drum was traced throughout the Southeast Asia (Dong Son drum,
Archaeology Institute, Hanoi 1987, page 131)
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Doctor Stephen Oppenheimer in his book “Eden in the East: The Drowned Continent of
Southeast Asia East” has come to the conclusion that human civilizations laid its origin in areas
surrounding East China Sea basing on up-to-date achievements in the domains of genetics,
anthropology, mythology, folk literature, linguistics, oceanography, archaeology.

Vu Huu San contends: ... "In century I BC, celebrated scholar Ptolemy made the map of the
world, indicating the places of “Golden peninsular” Malaysia/ Indochina, East China Sea with Bac
Viet bay extending to the East of India. He made nautical charts and annotated in details the
trading position of a port in Giao Chi, obviously named Cattigara (or Kattigara or Katigara) at
177 East meridian, 8.30° South parallel of latitude with prime meridian passing Canary island)....”
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Picture 28- The map of archaeological historical relics of Dong Son culture in Hai Phong (Commission of
Social and Sciences. Social and Sciences Publisher, 1971 ) and the map of East China Sea with Cattigara port
(according to Ptolemy map, “Ancient History Atlas” Michael Grant, Cartogrophy by Arthur Bank, Mcmillan
Publishino Co. Inc.. New York 1971:75)

In the same way, Asso.Pro Nguyen Quang Ngoc (The rector of Vietnamese studies) stated:
The ancient maps by Dang Ngoai and bibliographies by Holland later both marked Ngoc island, that
is Ngoc mountain (Mau Son with Tuong Long tower today). As well, Dr Gutzlaff (1864) in
“Geography of the Cochichina Empire ’and William Dampier (1688) pointed out that international
navigators usually followed waterway to Do Son toward Van Uc river and the land mark for the
river was the big, high and long mountain of Voi.”
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Picture 29- Voi mountain (Elephant mountain) in Kien An, Hai Phong

Bach Dang river’s source and Do Son peninsular are in the shape of arytenoids, the edge
of which occupies the mainland. Most of the world’s big ports, including Rotterdam in Europe,
are in the same shape. The area has the top in Ben Trieu, the basic lines come along Phu Long-
Cat Hai- Do Son. The geographical characteristics and the rough border with sea are owing to
Cat Ba island’s defense in the east and the southeast and Do Son peninsular in the west.

Picture 30-
Ancient
stone bridge
staying in its
origin is
exposed to
nature in the
swamp in
Gia Loc

Cat Hai-Do Son, Hai Phong is between Nam Trieu and Huyen Lach, defending the
swamp of Bach Dang river's mouth. People here tell that Cat Hai in the past shares the border
with Do Son and that "cock’s cooing in the morning... "could be heard by people in the both
places. One of the very clear evidences about the sea' expansion, the rising sea water level lays
in the ancient stone bridge staying in its origin being exposed to nature in the swamp in Gia
Loc.
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Picture 31- Viet Khe ancient grave - the wealthiest one in Dong Son age in Haiphong.

Bach Dang river's mouth is composed of Thuy Nguyen, Haiphong, overlooking Do Son.
based on archaeological relics, Mr Tong Trung Tin, the rector of Vietnam Archaeology Studies
Institute came to conclusion: "....The area used to be the centre of polictics, economy and trading
under Han's dynasty.” for the density of Han graves existing in the area, where the most affluent
ancient graves in our country could be found. Han graves contain valuable and precious objects
showing that the owner of those graves were likely to be very wealthy and powerful in the area.

Picture 32- Exhibitions in Cai Beo, fossilized bones and teeth in Pongo in Da Trang cave- the trace of ancient
Giao Chi would be observed in Haiphong.

Existing traces from Dong Son culture such as Dong Son pottery in Ao Coi, Xe Bac, Dong
Son pottery-kiln in Tung Goi, Dong Son bronze axe in Bai Ben together with pottery pieces, bronze
seals engraved with Han merchants' names,... support the fact that Cat Ba, Cat Hai, Do Son used to
be the trading centre of Viet people.

52



Picture 33- Stone drill bit and axe, jewelries.... in archaeological site of Trang Kenh, Haiphong

The fact that Haiphong used to be the outstanding trading centre would also be seen in the
presence of sediment caves, trading places, Da Hoa (Da Trang)cave with Pongo fossils, the old
trading port, workshops to make precious drill bits, sand banks, arca dunes.

Picture 34- Sketched objects, potteries and axes in Trang Kenh, Haiphong.

In addition to Cat Ba, Thuy Nguyen, Kien An, An Lao, Tien Lang,... which surrounds 9
mountains in Do Son, owns archaeological sites to represent the variety of an old civilization in
Haiphong in pre-historic time. Moreover, Dong Son cultures contribute approving that the area
itself and the people had enthusiastically developed and enriched the sea culture of Van Lang under
Hung King's ruling.

Picture 35- Pottery pieces with top and designs on pottery in Trang Kenh
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Collected objects from Dong Son and Pre-Dong Son age in Haiphong are devices that
fishermen often used like dars, fish hooks... Besides, designs on brass drums and terri-cotta jars
describe features of water cultures, for illustration, tattooing, sea harvest,...Similarly, decorations
on brass drums and terri-cotta jars are of sea creatures like co, vac, nong...

T e —— i —

Picture 36- Fish javelin in Trang Kenh - Images of birds in brass drums in Viet Khe

According to “Wikipedia”: W.Solheime contends: A big number of boats with curved prows
and bent rudders engraved in many Dong Son brass drums. Many geographers, travelers,
evangelizers and even diplomatic from Eastern and Western countries, for instance, Ptoleme, Phap
Hien, Macco Polo, Trinh Hoa,... had been to this area. They were greatly attracted by the China
Sea. They came here to visit, to record and hand over the later generations invaluable documents.

Picture 37- Rings and their cores in Trang Kenh and
archaeological exhibitions from Dong Son age found in Voi

mountain in Kion An

Exhibitions from Dong Son age (from century VIII-VI to the century I-III BC) are reliable
historical evidences for the presence of relics from Hung King in Haiphong. Viet Khe grave with
various precious brass devices must have belonged to a navy leader or a very rich merchant, which
all shows that Haiphong is certain to be a very developed centre in pre-historic ages.
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Picture 38- Terri-cotta jars and the statue of panpipe player in the ancient grave in Viet
Khe, Thuy Nguyen, Haiphong (Dong Son culture)

The peak development of Pre-Dong Son age’s culture is well-known with precious stone
workshops in Trang Kenh, Dong Son various exhibitions in Thuy Nguyen, Kien An, Voi mountain,
Tien Lang,...(parts of An Dinh in the past). Those places were those with high density of
population and ancient graves, especially boat graves. The typical of sea culture is also able to be
manifested with boat graves like An Son, Duc Lien, Ha Te, Luoc mountain in Thuy Nguyen, Quyet
Tien in Tien Lang in Haiphog, Dong Son brass collections in Deo, Nang and Tieu Tuong
mountains,...

Picture
39-Dong
Son
daggers in
Haiphong

Old bibliography had mentioned the navy under the control of the General Le Chan in Hai Ba
Trung revolution. Le Chan was in charge of fighting against the navy by Ma Vien from the North
and was, at the same time, given the principal mission to defend in Haiphong shore- the most
important gateway of the country in China Sea. Le Chan’s statue has been placed in many places in
Haiphong for worship.
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Picture 40-
General Le
Chan,
competent
general of
Trung
Vuong and
the
ceremonies
to honour
her in Nghe
temple in
Haiphong.

Regarding to ages, the time Aoska sent a group of Buddism propagandists to Southeast Asia
coincidences with the end of Dong Son culture (the end of Hung King dynasty and the beginning of
An Duong Vuong’s). Dong Son archaeological relics can demonstrate for the heyday at the time.
Mao Khe, Dong Trieu, Uong Bi connected Luy Lau and Thuy Nguyen, Voi mountain and Tien
Lang to Do Son, Haiphong , which was then the most developing centre of politics, economy and
culture in Van Lang-Au Lac.

Picture 41- An Son boat tomb, terri-cotta jars in Viet Khe-Thuy Nguyen and

Dong Son bronze axes (Haiphong)
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In the old day, the access to Giao Chi for trade with neighboring countries was made
through rivers and Hong river’s branches in Haiphong. Spontaneously, interval stations such as
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Thuy Nguyen, Dong Trieu, Mao Khe, Do Son, Tien Lang were crated for staying, goods trading,
fresh water. The development of trade had made the area well-inhabited together with that of
commerce and craft (wooden and painted furniture in Duong Du tombs have very few differences
compared with those of today). In Van Bun, Do Son, there have been old wells which continue to
supply water for the local people. In Doan Xa some old wells are still seen (one was filled in).

Picture 42- Wooden furniture in Duong Du tomb and archaeological objects closely
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“Nhat Da Trach” records that Chu Dong Tu had accepted to trade at sea (Haiphong port
now, the former well-off trading centre of Van Lang) with a foreign merchant. The wealthy
merchant called on the island to get fresh water and met monk Phat Quang and then was introduced
Buddhism by him. Later the monk offered Chu Dong Tu a stick and a leaf cone nad talked to him
“those will play a role as keys for all magic powers”...

The following noteworthy features about Chu Dong Tu need to be put into consideration:
He met the wealthy merchant

He traded at sea

He came over Quynh Vien (Quynh Vi) for fresh water

He met Phat Quang (monk Ban)

He was introduced Buddhism and magics by Phat Quang (monk Ban)

After the dysentery of the canal for the third time, together with enthusiastic support by
King Asoka and the superior monk Moggaliputta Tissa, Buddhist Association had sent nine
group of propagandists to regions within India and overseas, of which the eight one lead by
Sona and Uttara traveled to Kim Dia that was composed of Myama, Indo-China countries and a
part of Malaysia. On their arrival to Vietnam, the delegation first visited Nele-Do Son, a
member of the delegation turned out to be Phat Quang. At that time, Chu Dong Tu was doing
business with the merchant at sea, visiting Do Son for fresh water and met monk Phat Quang
(Ban Tang). To commemorate the event, the delegation built Asoka tower in Do Son, Haiphong.
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In the century XI, king Ly Thanh Tong was on the waterway to fight against Chiem Thanh,
passing Nele in Do Son. On hearing of Asoka tower, the king decided to put up a very nice tower
(Tuong Long tower) in Do Son, which was located near the old tower, maybe right on the old
ground of Asoka tower. Afterwards, Asoka tower in Nele, Do Son, Haiphong was talked about in
“Eight poems about Do Son” by Mien Trai.

In: “Le Boudhisme en Annam des origines jusqu'au XIII é Siecle” (1932) - late Professor Tran
Van Giap stated that Academic Institute had found a couple of invaluable books on Buddhism history
within or near Haiphong. They are “Tam to thuc luc” kept in Phap Vu, Dong Lai, Vinh Lai (Hai
Duong), which is Vinh bao now. The other is “Ngu che Thien uyen thong yeu ke dang luc” by Nhu Son,
which is composed of 3 books, the wooden is stored in Nguyet Quang (that is Dong khe- Haiphong).
Then in 1927, the institute found another book the title of which is “Thien uyen tap anh ngu luc” by a
Confucian scholar in Haiphong.

Consequently, Buddhism had ever first been introduced and developed in Haiphong. On our
fieldtrip, we have discovered the traces of a many very beautiful pagodas in Do Son, for example,
Sung Khanh (with antique brass statue), Hoa hy in Cat Hai, Can Thien in Quan Muc (with a very
big stele), Dong pagoda in Dai Hop,...

8. Asoka in natural citadel Nele in Do Son
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Picture 43- Do Son peninsular is a range of rocky mountain extending to Mau Son mountain
(Neoc mountain). where Tuong Long stands.

Do Son peninsular was surrounded by sea in their three faces and by Hong river in the other. In
the book : “Dai Nam nhat thong chi”, it is recorded : “ Do Son mountain is closed to sea with the
perimeter of 30 dam, the height 800 truong and 9 mountains (the biggest is Mau Son)”. The geological
structures here make Do Son employ the shape of a solid citadel for people in the past to inhabit, to
settle and to defend the hardship of nature like flood, storm,. and invaders.

Long time ago, people frequently depended on caves to deal with storms and wild
animals,... In the same way, monk Ban (Phat Quang) lived in Hang (Hang pagoda — Coc Tu) and
presented Buddhism, which have been proved by the time, the location and archaeological objects
at the end of Van Lang and the beginning of Au Lac.

Like Co Loa, Nele was surrounded with dimes but a bit smaller. The citadel employs 10
mountains to make fortification and sea with Hong river play to make moat.

Picture 44- Do Son peinsular is a natural citadel- 3 faces are exposed to the sea and one face Hong river.
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Ships to Van Lang (then Au Lac) traveled along Hong, Thai Binh river or the barins of those
rivers (that is Bach Dang, Cam Lacgh Tray, Van Uc or Da Do river’s branch passing Minh Lien,...
When arriving to Do Son peninsular people could row to come around Nele. Bach Dang or Van Uc
river or Da Do (marked by Voi mountain) were all possible access to Van Lang, Au Lac. In

addition, while observing from ancient map recording the time of sea expansion, Nele in Do Son-
Haiphong in the past had big river mouths which occupied the mainland (very closed to Co Loa by
An Duong Vuong) and plains with little alluvium. Equally, foreign merchants found it convenient to
enter Van Lang, Au Lac by passing Nele in Do Son or Van Uc (marked by Voi mountain) or Bach
Dang river to make the way to Luy Lau, Ke Cho, Hien street. Obviously, Nele-Do Son was really
the ideal gateway for the communication between Van Lang with other countries, when water way
seemed to be the choice for moving.

Picture 45- Drum and spears of Dong Son culture in Haiphong

The group of Buddism propagandists sent by Asoka arrived in Vietnam by waterway,
passing Nele-Do Son in Haiphong and stayed there. One of the member of the delegation monk Ban
(Phat Quang then lived in hang pagoda in Do Son).To commemorate a successful voyage and
propaganda, the delegation built Asoka tower in Do Son, Haiphong.

The story “Dam Thien Phap su” talked about 20 precious towers in Giao Chau. Whether the
most ancient built from Asoka’s ruling which has attracted the attention of many researchers’ turns
out to be in Nele in Do Son or in the area of Tuong Long tower in Do Son Haiphong. An Dinh was
a suburban district, one of the ten in Giao Chi in Han’s dynasty. One area of the place and that of
Ke Tu, Cai Lau belong to Haiphong now. According to “Thuy Kinh Chu”, Nele was in the
Southeast of An Dinh whereas the area has only one peninsular called Do Son jutting out the sea
toward Southeast direction.

Haiphong port- the old Bach Dang river source, Do Son is have been and will be significant
of Northeast China Sea, playing the role of protecting the sovereignty, strengthening the inter-
relationship between Vietnam and other countries regionally and overseas in terms of economy and

culture. In Do Son, beside Tuong Long tower, we have discovered a number of relics which are
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really in need of being further studied by archaecology and whose names could be mentioned hereby,
Asoka tower, Ban pagoda, Van Ban pagoda (the relic with ancient well in Van Bun), Phat Tich
cave, Khanh Minh pagoda,.. Especially, Do Son has three faces are exposed to the sea, therefore,
water archaeology should be paid attention for the clearance and confirmation of raised issues.

£, A réo

R!alilinr 4 a7 1

SEAFQSUE | 4
& [ ANCIENNE
REGION DES

SINES

Picture 46- French map explaining the confusion by Ptolemy maps on North of Vietnam bay in terms
of geographical location and structure and the ancient well in Van Bun-Do Son , where merchant ships
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Do Son, on the one hand was the centre of economy, culture in pre-history, on the other
hand, always had to cope with the likelihood of natural disinters and invasion of other countries. In
fact, there used to be considerable changes in the area, which can be witnessed through parallel
sentences in Tra Co (near Mong Cai, Quang Ninh):

"Tra Co was well-known for its communal house

" Do Son was renown for its prosperity”

People here never in their life forget their forefather and their original homeland- Do Son.
Regrettably, time has witnessed the gradual disappearance of relics, the reason for which maybe lies
in the hardship of nature, or in the destroy by dynasties of in war. As a matter of fact, Asoka tower
was still seen but it apparently vanishes now.
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Unfortunately, construction work done under Asoka dynasty in Do Son (Nele) should be
hard to find for they are made of wood or engraved in rocks.
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Picture 47- Map by the Van Langren brothers on Southeast Asia in 17th century and 3 lions in Asoka tower
in the Indian coat of arm

In " A brief introduction to art history" (South and Southeast Asia) by X.Mode (Veb
Verlad Der Kunst Dresden Pulisher in 1978- Mockba Uckycctbo 1978) refered to a Greek
named Megaphen who was sent by Xelep Nikato (about 302 BC) described the concept of
"Indica", a term referred to architectures in Mauryan under Asoka dynasty as follows: "... the
city of Patalyputra , the capital of Mauryan locates in a area of 2k’ and is surrounded with a
very big and solid fence and large dime full of water. There are 70 towers for defending and the
entrance to the city is through 4 big gates. The mansion of the leader, according to Megaphen,
is made of wood...." In the same book, monk Phap Hien - a Chinese monk who came to
Patalyputra in the early 5th century thought: ...”The techniques of making fine stone have been
preserved up to now, which seems to be the character of Asoka stone pillar. ...which is 10m
high owns a strange beauty with the images of lions, oxen, elephants or horses on the top. The
most famous lion head is in Xamatkha whose image can be observed in Indian..."

Consequently, construction works made in the same age with Asoka's dynasty in
Vietnam was made of wood and later of stone. A question raised here should be on what
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material was used to built Asoka tower and worship house when the group of Buddism
propagandists came to Vietnam. It is common knowledge that building might face great
difficulties if stone was chosen the material for lack of modern machines (chiseling was made
with hands). A possibility for consideration would be that the worship place and Asoka tower
was made of stone or of wood. Nonetheless, if the material was wood, whether they can be
existing after 20 centuries when it stood in a hard place of DoSon, Haiphong.

After a thorough study on ancient maps (Picture 46, 47, 48), on bibliography and researches
by some geologists and domestic as well as international studies on China Sea, we have come to
the conclusion that there has considerable changes in geology of Gulf of Tonkin, specifically
Haiphong. The coast, long time ago, deeply occupied mainland which was very close to Co Loa
(that is Luy Lau, Ke Cho, Hien street,...), which was made clear via found archaeological traces .
The Holland merchants occasionally considered Voi mountain as the landmark when they came to
Dai Viet to trade.
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Picture 48- The map showing Dang Trong and Dang Ngoai by bishop Alexander de Rhodes
and world's ancient maps made in BC and AD indicating that Asia is composed of India and
Southeast Asia. in the ancient time, continents seemed to be closer.

We, at the same time, are on the thought that to discover Asoka tower in Nele citadel in Do
Son may face up with possible difficulties unless water archaeology is put into account. At that
time, people often recorded on natural rocks, unfortunately, those records by Asoka in India are
little found. In "Great King Asoka Mauryan and his records", Tran Truc Lam contends "King Asoka
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usually travel . At the beginning of his ruling (his 11 years as a king), records were rough engraved on
rocks... They were carved on very big rocks many which have been in ruin now. Take one in Sopara, only
some pieces of VIII and IX could be found. Thanks to others which are in good conservation, the missing
passages could be interpreted. "

In Do Son (or exactly in Ngoc mountain whose other names were Thap or MauSon
mountain) as mentioned above, there are stones with holes. It is believed that those exhibitions are
paid attention by archeologists, organizations, Do Son authority, there is a great likelihood that
secretes of Nele citadel, Asoka tower,... will be disclosed.

Pictures 49- Many stones marked by this way are found in Mau Son mountain in Do Son.

According to "Xa Loi of Buddhist": " Excavation of ancient tower shows that one tower was often
built on the ground (or foundation) of the other. To illustrate, great tower Sachi was restored in century II
BC, but on the ground of another which had been built more than 100 years in the early time of king
Asoka. The same can be seen in towers in Taxila and Long Tho tower (Nagarjunakonda).

In the same way;, it is totally reasonable to believe that Tuong Long was built in old Asoka tower's
foundation. Obviously, traces of Asoka tower in Nele citadel in Do Son, to some extent, are bound to be
discovered in case much attention on this issue are paid by historians, archaeologists, cultural funds,
Buddhism followers, local authorities and local people.

As far as we are concerned, the issue raised here are not the new one for it have been discussed by
a number of domestic and foreign scholars and researchers since early 20th century. Unfortunately, a
satisfactory and reasonable conclusion has not yet been reached.
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On researching science documents on the access of Buddhism in India under Asoka dynasty to
countries in Southeast Asia and Indo- China and on Chinese and Vietnamese bibliographies, on researches
into archeology, history,...and from our field trip to learn about folklore (records, word of mouth,...) in
Do Son, and with the spirit of “knowing the previous things, learning the new ones, we are determined to

express here our own point of views illustrated with maps and documentary photographs.
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Picture 50 _The picture of boat, Lac birds and the map to compare between FranciscoRodrugues sea
chart and the modern map (according to Cortesao in 1944) and a part of FranciscoRodrugues sea chart
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On inventory of some historical relics in Haiphong from 1977 to 1978 and on our later trip,
we have learned that most of worship places in Haiphong honor Hung King and generals under

King Hung dynasty.
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Picture 51 The King cave honoring Hung King in Thuy Nguyen and “Quan Khai communal
house honoring Tan Vien Son Thanh in Vinh Bao, in Haiphong.

King Hung’s dynasty is a historical category and was in the Age of Brass and of Early Iron
in our country, a dynasty before Han’s, which marked a period of cultural development of Viet
people Dbefore the interfere between Vietnam and Han’s culture occurred. Thanks to that
assimilation did not happen in Vietnam. Up to now, although there is still a controversy among
researchers, they come to the agreement of the existence of King Hung based on archaeological
documentation.

Picture 52- Competent Generals under King Hung dynasty — three brothers of Trinh family
in Thuy Neuyen and Pham Hai in Kien Thuy, Haiphong.

In Do Son, presently, a new pagoda has been built near the remains of Tuong Long tower
which is intended to turn into an open-air museum. Unluckily, the remains have been in alarming
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deterioration owing to preservation and weather,... Nonetheless, we are convinced that the
construction of the new pagoda in Mau Son mountain should be made spontaneously with
archaeological studies and preservation so that visitors and the later generations could have
opportunity to admire the remains.

In addition, water archaeology is an issue which is worth being paid attention by the
government, local authorities and researchers. Some areas, especially Do Son and Bach Dang
river’s source which witnessed traces of pre-history, are necessarily funded.. Vietnam lies along
China Sea and therefore possesses a culture with characteristics of a sea area and archaeological
exhibitions which are of great importance for answering controversial problems by researchers,
especially after Jonaguni was found in Taiwan.
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Picture 53- Ancient tower Jonaguni have just been found in Japan near Taiwan thanks to water archaeology
and Haiphong map.

Now the number of existing ancient architectures in Vietnam, in small scale or in big
dimension like imperial palace is very small and most of which cannot representing the typical ones
of the past. That is why Tuong Long remains should really be taken into consideration, restored and
kept for the next generations so that they can admire, can be aware and then get to know the
construction techniques by their ancestors. Needless to say, such works will be forever the specific
trace recording the creation, art innovation by the former generations and at the same time reflect
Vietnamese people’s history.

Hang pagoda, to date, is an ancient work, names of pagodas and other marks carved on
rock in the entrance of the cave, which seemed to be clear in Mien Trai’s time. Unfortunately,
the cave was destroyed with mine by soldiers. The remains are a pottery incense burner and a
stone statue. What make people think of the cave may be immaterial (Do Son legends, 8 poems
about Do Son, memory of King Asoka and remains of Buddhism in Do Son.) Up to now, it is
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still controversial about Van Ban bell in Do Son. In fact, the bell has been considered to be the
most beautiful in Viet Nam and the study on that bell should be further.

It is understandable that works built from Nele’s time in Do Son have not been discovered.
However, it is undeniable that Buddhism from India under King Asoka was introduced to Vietnam.
For such reason, what lying under the ground even in the sea have been unknown unless researches,
exploration, sea archaeology are done. If so, study on Buddhism in Vietnam, Nele citadel in Do Son
and studies on other issues in Vietnam’s history especially sea culture would be made ease.
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