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Chuong V

NHUNG NGUOI KE VI BUDDHAGHOSA

Sw nghiép dang dé cua ngai Buddhaghosa

Tac phim Mahavamsa d3 minh chimg Ngai Buddhaghosa 14 tac
gia nhitng ban chu giai toan b Tam Tang (7ripitaka). Nhung,
nhu chung ta da biét & chuong trude, cho du 6ng viét mot luong
tac pham chu giai khong 16 vé toan by Tam tang (Pitaka), tuy
nhién ong van khong thé hoan tt mot phan dang ké trong cudn
Tam tang do. C6 1€ 6ng thay cudc doi cua minh qué ngan ngui dé
c6 thé hoan tat dugc mot khoi luong cong vige to lon dén vay, hay
ste khoe cua 6ng khong cho phep, hoac gia néu nhu chung ta tin
1a nhu vay ong da tro vé An D9, con nhing ly do khac ching ta
khong thé phong doan dugc rat c6 thé da chi phdi khién 6ng
khong thé hoan tit duoc trudc khi phai hoan tit nhitng pho sach
con lai viét vé Luat Gidi Phat giao.

Nhirng nguoi ké vi ong da hoan tit

Nhu vay cong viéc do dang 6ng dé lai cac nguoi dén sau ong da
tiép tuc hoan tat va diéu thu vi ¢ day 1a tudong thuat d6i chat vé
nhitng con nguoi do, ho da di theo budc duong ciia Ngai
Buddhaghosa, nha chu giai vi dai dé lam cho nén van hoc Phat
gido dugc biét bao nhiéu thé hé hau sanh nbi tiép nhau co thé
tiép can va hiéu duoc mot cach dé dang.
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Trong s ho chiing ta phai ké dén mot sé nguoi dang luu ¥ nhu
sau [1]:

1) Buddhadatta, tac gia ndi tiéng da viét cac pham sau day:

Uttaravinicchayo

Vinayavinicchayo

Adhidhammavatara

Madhuratthavilasini, mQt chu giai vé Buddhavamsa

2) Dhammapaldcariyo, dng viét cac tic pham sau:

Nettipakarana-atthakatha.
Ttivuttaka-atthakatha.

Udana-atthakatha.
Cariyapitaka-atthakathd.
Theragatha-atthakatha.

Vimalavilasint, ban chb giai vé Vimanavatthu.
Vimalavilasint, ban cha giai vé Petavatthu.
Paramatthamanjisa

Linatthapakasini.

Paramatthadipani.

va Linatthavannd, v.v...

3) Mahanama da viét Saddhammapakasint, ban chu giai vé tac
pham Patisambhidamagga.

4) Moggallano (navo) tac gia cudn Abhidhanappadipika.

5) Cullabudhaghosa tac gia cubn Jatattaginidanam va
Sotattaginidanam.

Buddhaghosa va Buddhadatta

Ngai Buddhadatta, 1a mot trong sb cac nha cha giai Kinh Phat,
dugc coi nhu la ngudi dwong thoi v6i Buddhaghosa. Theo nhu
bai tuong trinh da dugc trinh bay trong cudn Buddhaghosuppatti,
nguoi ta cho rang Buddhaghosa da vugt bién dén dao quéc Tich
Lan sau khi da xin phép thay minh dé vuot bién sang Tich Lan
cing mot ngdy v6i ngai Buddhadatta ciing sang dao qudc d6 va



dén vung Jambudvipa. Ong 1én tau trong vong ba ngay. Nho sirc
manh siéu nhién do Thién Chu (Sakka) ban tang, tau cia hai vi
da gap nhau. Cac 1ai budn cliing vuot bién chung voi
Buddhadatta da dugc gap Buddhaghosa va ho da té ra kinh
ngac. Buddhaghosa ra ngoai va gap ho trong sy bd ngd, ong hoi
ho, "Nha su dang di trén tau voi quy vi la ai vay?" va cac lai
buon tra 101, "D6 1a Ngai Buddhadatta." Buddhadatta ra ngoai
va gap duoc vi Hoa thuong va hai ngudi da hoi tén nhau.
Buddhaghosa tra 101, "t61 1a Buddhaghosa". Buddhadatta hoi,
"thay di dau thé?" Buddhaghosa tra 15i, "thay hoi 1am chi vay?"
roi noi thém "Nhirng 101 day cua Buc Phat da dugc viét tai dao
qudc Tich Lan nay va toi dén day dé chuyén dich sang tiéng
Magadhi." Buddhadatta n6i, "To6i da viét cudn Jinalarnkara,
Dantadhatunbodhivamsa va khong viét cubn atthakathas va
tikas; néu ngai dich nhimng 11 ctia Dirc Phat sang tiéng Magadhi
tir tiéng Sinha, thay hiy viét cudn Afthakathas trong bd Tam Tang
(Pitakas) ludn thé nhé." Nhu vay 12 Buddadatta da giao cho ngai
Buddhaghosa mot ) cong viéc dé thuc hién. Ong cling da trao
cho Buddhaghosa moét vat goi 1a myrobalan bang sit va mot hon
da roi néi thém, "Néu thay c6 bi dau mit hay dau lung hay xoa
myrobalan 1€n hon da nay va udng thir 40, chac chén thay s&
khoi bénh." Con vé phan minh Buddhaghosa rat khen ngoi tac
pham Jmalankara cha Buddhadatta va noi, "Cac cubn sach ctia
thay that 14 sau rong, that khé cho ké ngu dot nhu t6i day c6 thé
hiéu hét dugc." vé phan minh Buddhadatta lai khich 18
Buddhaghosa nhu sau, "Trudc tién thay hiy dén dao qudc Tich
Lan va dich céc 101 day cua Duc Phat tir ngdn ngtt Sinha sang
tiéng Magadhi, t6i s& chang con sdng dugc bao lau nira, xin thy
hay thuc hién cong viéc nay." Ngay sau khi két thac cdu chuyén,
thi hai chiéc tau tach ra [2], Buddhaghosa di dén Tich Lan, con
ngai Buddhadatta thi vuogt bién d&én Jambudvipa.

Nhing sy kién ching ta vira dugce biét vé Buddhadatta chi dugc
ké lai qua vai dong viét nhu Vay [3] Vi Hoa thuong (thera) do 1a
ngudi rat ndi tiéng tai thlen vién (Mahavihara) tai Tich Lan. Va
1a cur dan cua vuong qubc Cola tri vi tai ving Kaver?. Nha vua
ké cho chung ta nghe 14 ngudi bao trg hoang gia 1a vua
Accutavikkanta thudc triéu dai Kalamba. Tat ca cac tac phém
cua ngai déu duoc viét trong mot khd tu vién do Vephudasa hay
Kanhaddasa xay dyng trén bo song Kaveri. [4]



Ngai A.P. Buddhadatta da stra soan bién tap mot tac ph'flm ndi
tiéng cia ong goi la Abhidhammdvatdm, c6 nghia la mot "tac
phém triét Phat nhap mon" con Buddhaghosa lai trién khai cac
chi tlet tdm 1y Phat hoc v6i nam tap (khandhas). Buddhadatta da
sap xép hé thong lai bang cach phan chia ra lam bon phan toat
yéu, nghia 14 tim s& hiru, sic phap va Nip-ban, vé phuong dién
nay thi y tuong cua Buddhadatta c6 phan trdi vugt hon
Buddhaghosa. 5]

Khoéng c6 1y do gi dé nghi ngo 1 hai vi dai su da gip nhau. C6
diéu rat ro rang 1a ca hai nguoi da rut nhiing tu lidu dé viét tur
cing mot ngudn gidng nhau. Sy that niy cho thiy r tai sao hai
tac pham Visuddhimagga va Abhidhammavatara cé nhiéu diém
tuong dong. Buddhadatta da gitp ich rat nhiéu cho viéc nghién
ctru tac pham Abhidhamma truyén thong da dugc séng lai noi
Phat gido Nam tong, cho dén tdn ngay nay. Ban tudng trinh
mang tinh huyén thoai & Buddhadatta da dat ra mot hinh thai rat
c6 dong ma Buddhaghosa da chuyén sang tleng Pali tir nhitng
ban chu giai viét bang tiéng Sinha. "Nhung phan triét hoc va tim
Iy hoc Phat gido duoc trinh bay thong qua liang kinh ctia hiéu
biét day khi luc ctia mot ngudi thir hai, duéi nhimg khia canh
sic bén bang mot van phong thu:0'ng khong mach lac va thién vé
minh hoa hon 1a cua mét nha ch giai noi tiéng. Va voi mot
ngudn tir vung hét sirc 1a phong pha."

Ciing duogc ké lai trong mot ban tudng trinh da duge dé cap dén
o trén 1a khi Buddhadatta gap Buddhaghosa trén bién va duoc
biét 1a 6ng dang sang ddo quéc Tich Lan dé chuyen dich céc bai
binh luén tir tiéng Sinha sang tiéng Pali, ong da noi véi
Buddhaghosa nhu sau, "Khi nao théy hoan tat cong viéc, lam on
gui cho t6i mot ban, dé toi co thé tom luge cong viee cua thay."
Buddhaghosa cho biét 1a ong s& chiéu theo 10i thinh ciu cua
ngai Buddhadatta va chuyén ké con thém 14 cac ban chi giai
bang tiéng Pali sau khi di dugc hoan tat thi ciing di dugc trao
dén tan tay Buddhadatta, bng da tom lugc lai cac ban chu giai
vé Abhidhamma trong cubn Abhidhammavatara va nhiing cha
gidi vé Vindya 6ng viét trong cudn Vinayavinicchaya (ban dich
toat yéu da duoc xuat ban, trong Buddhadatta's Manual, p. xix)
Ba Rhys Davids cho biét, "Rét c6 thé 1a diéu ding dan dé két
ludn 14 ca hai tac pham nay da duoc trinh bay dudi dang phan



tich, da xuét hién ngay tir thoi d6 va vao thoi cudi khi két thic
Abhidhamma Pitaka." [6]

Gidng nhu Buddhaghosa, ca Buddhadatta déu dung kiéu vi von
vé cham hiéu va khap khiéng dé giai thich sy twong quan gitra
Danh (Nama) va Sic (Ripa). [7] Cach phan loai cac tir dugc
dung trong Sarmiiha va Asamitha lai 1a mot diéu khac day thu
vi. [8] Ciing nén nho lai 1a cach phan loai cac tir kiéu nay ciing
da duoc ap dung tir 1u trong cach phan loai ¢6 xua noi céc tac
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pham chu giai Puggala Paiifiatti. [9]

Gia ty nhu Kumara Gupta I thudc triéu dai Hoang Dé Gupta 1a
mot nguoi duong thoi voi nha vua Mahanama tai Tich Lan va
Buddhaghosa 1a ngudi duong thoi véi Ngai Buddhadatta. Thi
nhét dinh nha vua Accutavikkanta thudc tridu dai Kalamba phai
la cung thoi dai véi Kumara Gupta 1.

Theo 161 ké cta Buddhadatta [10] thi 6ng c6 thé 16n tudi hon
Buddhaghosa hay ciing tudi voi ong ta. Tuy nhién 15i khang
dinh nay xem ra c6 vé khong dung. Trong tac pham
Buddhaghosuppatti [11] ching ta thay Buddhadatta ndi véi
Buddhaghosa bang mot giong diéu lich sy "a@vuso" dugc ding
v6i nhitng ngudi tré hon trong cau chuyén. Poan viét nhu sau,
"vuso Buddhaghosa, aham taya pubbe Lankadipe Bhagavato
sasanam katum agatomhi ti vatva aham appayuko...." diéu nay
cho thay theo truyén thong con ghi lai trong Buddhaghosuppatti,
Buddhaghosa tré hon Buddhadatta.

Nhiéu ban tuong trinh vé khac biét tudi téc giita Buddhaghosa va
Buddhadatta kho 1ong c6 thé khop nhau, nhu trong bai tua dé cho
cudn Abhidhammavatara chi 16 1a Buddhadatta da song dé viét
nhitng cudn sach tom luoc mot vai tac pham cia Buddhaghosa.
Diéu nay lai d6i choi voi huyén thoai ghi trong tic pham
Buddhaghosuppatti thi Buddhadatta d3 roi dao qudc Tich Lan som
hon Buddhaghosa ma khong dich tac pham Afthakatha bang tiéng
Tich Lan, e rang 6ng khong séng dugc 1au.

Buddhaghosa va Dhammapala



Sasanavamsa cung ghi lai la Dhammapalathero dcariya luu lai
Padaratittha trong vuong quoc Damila gén Tich Lan. Chinh vi ly
do nay ma 6ng ta dwoc coi nhu 1a mét trong s6 cac nha cha giai
Kinh Phat ngudi Sinha. [12] Ong ciing phai dya trén mot bai cht
giai kinh Phat d¢ 1a Athakathas bang tiéng Sinha, khi nhitng tac
pham nay khong con dugc tang trit trong dat lién nira (An Do)
nhu chiing ta d thdy theo nhiing tuong thuat chung t6i da cong
hién trudc day.

T.W. Rhys Davids cling nghi 1a Buddhaghosa va Dhammapala
hinh nhu da dugc gido duc trong cung mot dai hoc. bé ung ho
quan diém nay ong dan chimg hai tic pham ctia hai nha vin da
dugc xuat ban, nghién ctru ky cho thay 1a ca hai déu chu truong
cing mot quan diém, ho vin toi cung mot nha cam quyén, ho ¢
cung mdt cach dién giai, ho da dat dén cung mot tam muc vé
khoa hoc triét va tir nguyén ho cling ¢o ddng thiéu sot vé bat ky
kién thtrc cac gidi luat don gian nhat vé phé binh cao hon. Két
luan 1a nhu chiing ta c6 thé phéan doan dugc vao thoi dai nay, ho
phai dugc huan luyén trong cting mot truong hoc. (Hasting's
Encyclopaedia of Relogion and Ethics, Vol. 4 p. 701)

Ba Rhys Davids lai cho biét trong bai gidi thiéu cta ban dich tac
pham Theri-gatha nhu sau, "trong thé ky thir nim va thtr sau sau
CN. Ngay trude hay sau ngay Buddhaghosa da toa sang, khi ong
V1et céc tac pham chu giai Phat gido noi tiéng ctia 6ng bang tho
vé Luat tang (Vinaya) va Kinh tang Sutta Pitakas, Dhammapala
Kaiicipura (hién ngay goi 13 Conjeveram), duoc viét bang tiéng
Pali, tu lidu giang giai bt thanh van lap nén ba tac phdm chu
gidi Atthakathds hién co viét theo kiéu Ca vinh va dugc sat nhap
1am mot thanh bai giang dién cta ong vé ba cudn sach gidi luat
Phat gido, dugc goi toan bo 1a "Paramatthadipani” cd nghia la
Sw Soi Sang vi Danh Bdng Toi Cao. Ong khong nhiing tao nén
Akhyana trong mdi ca vinh, nhung con thém vao d6 cich phan
cdu trong cac ca vinh d6 viét bang tiéng Pali nhu ngay nay, véi
thanh ngit ¢6 xua trong d6 cac gathds dugc viét." [13]

Xuét phat tir nhimg ban chu giai Dhammapala, hinh nhu nguoi ta
da doc va duoc biét dén ong rit 15 rang. Nhung giai thich céc tur
ong dua ra that rd rang. Nhitng ban chu giai cua 6ng da lam rd
nhimg tu tudng x4 hoi, ton gido, dao dic va triét hoc cua thoi dai



d6 gidng nhu nhimg ban chu giai ctia Buddhaghosa. Ong khong
phai chi la tac gid cia Paramatthadipani ma théi nhung con cia
nhiéu tac phém khac nira [14] nhu Petavatthuatthakatha. Noi tom
lai, cac tac pham ctia dng goi nhd cho chiing ta vé nhitng ban cha
giai Kinh Phat cia Buddhaghosa.

Ba Rhys Davids con cho biét thém, "Su trinh bay cac van ké,
long trong hay khong, bang hinh thé chuyén ké co ban da 1a
cach thirc lich sir Phat giao truyén dat thi ca Phat gido. Céc bién
nién st Dhammapala, trong nhiéu trudng hop di khong duoc in
ra trong bat ky mot tac pham hién dai nao. Nhung d6i khi ching
con duoe tiép tuc phat trlen trong ca bon khong nhitng song
song trong cac bai binh Vlet trong bién nién su Buddhaghosa
nhung con bang ké trong cdu tric thi ca Kinh Sutta-Nipata hay
1 Samyutta Nikaya, chua ké den Jakata." Chiing ta ciing rat
ddng ¥ v6i Ba Rhys Davids vé diém nay (trich trong Rhys
Davids' Psalms of the Brethren, P. XXV.)

(1] J.P.T.S., 1886, pp. 59-63.

[2] Buddhaghosuppatti, edited by J. Gray, pp. 49-51. The same
account also occurs in the Sasanavamsa (edited by M. Bode),
pp- 29 and 30. "Evam tesam dvinnam theranam annamaninam
sallapantauam yeva dve nava sayam eva apanetva gacchimsu."

[3] According to the Gandhavamsa, Buddhadatta came next to
Buddhaghosa J.P.T.S., 1886, p. 59.

[4] Abhidhamavatara, P.T.S., Vifiiapanam, x1i, Xiv, xv, xvi, and
XVI.

"...Vinayavinicchayo...

...colaraftthe Bhutatnangala-game
Venhudasassa arame vasantena
Accutavikkama-namassa colaranivio kale kato."
"Kaveri-pattane ramme, nanaramopasobhite



Karite Kanhadasena dassaniye manorame."
(Abhidhammavatara)

"...Buddhadattenaracito'van Vinaya-Vinicchayo."
(Vinaya-Vinicchaya)

[5] Mrs. Rhys Davids, Buddhist Psychology (Quest Series), p.
174.

[6] Mrs. Rhys Davids, Buddhist Psychology (Quest Series), p.
179.

[7] Abhidhammavatara, P.T.S., p. 115.
"Namam nissaya ripan tu, rilpam nissaya namakam pavattati
sada sabbam, paricavokara-bhiumiyam; imassa pana atthassa,

avibhavattham eva ca jaccandha-pithasappinam, vattabba
upamd idha."

[8] Abhidhammavatara, P.T.S., p. 83.
"Updda-pannatti nama samithasamitha-vasena duvidha hoti."
[9] Cf. Puggala-Pafinatti commentary, P.T.S., p. 173.

[10] Buddhadatta's Manual edited by Rev. A.P. Buddhadatta, pp.
x1i and xiv.

"Ayam pana Buddhadattacariyo Buddhaghosdcariyena
samana-vassiko va thokam vuddhataro va ti sallakkhema."

[11] p. 50.

[12] Sasanavamsa, p.33.
[13] Mrs. Rhys Davids, Psalms of the Sisters, p.xvi.

[14] Gandhavamsa, p. 60, cf. Sasanavamsa, p. 33.
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